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About DanversCARES 
DanversCARES is a partnership for a healthy community. 

Our mission is to assist youth and families in making healthy decisions; 
to reduce youth substance abuse; and to ensure the future of a safe and 
healthy community. 

We work toward this by encouraging collaboration, expanding programs 
and services for youth and families, and by supporting sustainable 
change.

Community Assessment
Youth Risk Data: Adolescent use of alcohol continues to decline.  Teen marijuana use increases, 
while perception of its harm decreases. Mental health indicators such as presentation of anxiety, 
depression, self-harm and suicide ideation are on the watch list and continue to be a focus of 
upcoming resources and programs. 

Tobacco Assessment: In August DanversCARES conducted an assessment of tobacco products 
sold in Danvers, such as unregulated liquid nicotine and e-cigarette devices, blunt wraps, and ci-
gars packaged singly. The purpose? To educate parents about the health risks of nicotine products 
and nicotine delivery devices. Why? Because the following data concerns us.
         • More high school students report use of cigarillos (little cigars) 14%, than cigarettes 9%.
         • Electronic cigarette use among youth continues to rise. 12% of high school youth report 
           using e-cigarettes.

Organizational Assessment: DanversCARES uses this as a quality improvement tool every 3 
years to assess our growth and functioning as a coalition. Our scores increased in each of 10 
organizational categories from 2012 results demonstrating our growing capacity as a sustainable 
partnership.

Parent Survey: Parents participated in an Adult Perception Survey. Results will be ready next fall.

Programs
Atlas & Athena Program: Ten proud upper class athletes facilitated six mentoring sessions with 
over 100 incoming freshmen athletes. Freshmen athletes learned to make healthy, substance-free 
choices rather than use performance enhancing drugs or diet fads to shape their competitive 
output. 

Strengthening Families Program: Fifteen parents and seventeen children participated in our 
unique family education program designed to help parents and children ages 6-11 with early 
communication and family management skills. 

Youth Work Intensive: Opiate Prevention
DanversCARES hosted 14 youth from the communities of Gloucester, Beverly and Danvers to work 
for one week on an overdose prevention campaign. See their work on the digital billboard on Rt. 
114 this May!

FY 15 funding provided by:

• ONDCP/SAMHSA Drug Free Community Support Program
• MDPH BSAS Underage Drinking Prevention
• MDPH BSAS Massachusetts Opiate Overdose Prevention Collaborative (MOAPC)
• MA Office of the Attorney General: Behavioral Health Grant
• Danvers Public Schools

Core Partners

• Danvers Board of Health
• Danvers Board of Selectman
• Danvers Educational Enrichment Program 
• Danvers Herald 
• Danvers Public Schools 
• Danvers Public School Community Service Program
• Danvers Police Department 
• Danvers Public Library 
• Danvers School Committee
• Danvers YMCA
• East Boston Savings Bank
• Lahey Health 
• Maple Street Congregational Church
• St. Johns’ Preparatory School 
• Thompson Communictions, Inc.

These organizations participate regularly in our 
meetings, representing different sectors of the 
community. In addition, we have had many businesses, 
individuals, and town committees attend our meetings, 
participate in collaborative events, and provide 
donations to DanversCARES.  

Thank you for your support. 

Youth Leadership Board Highlights

Youth to Youth Conference: Danvers youth joined youth from Melrose and Wakefield in a summer 
leadership program. 
Myth Fact Series: A poster presentation done by middle school youth on dispelling common myths 
regarding alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana from a teen’s perspective.
“Boarding It”: A monthly bulletin board series created by high school youth on drug prevention 
topics.
Hidden in Plain Sight: A presentation done by youth for elementary and middle school parents on the 
health dangers of new tobacco products.
Civic Engagement: DanversCARES youth testified at a local board of health hearing in support of 
regulations to reduce youth access to tobacco.

Giving Back
Kiwanis Eliminate: DanversCARES HRMS Youth Leadership Board raised $1,500 for the International 
Kiwanis effort to eliminate neonatal tetanus by conducting a penny drive.
John Schroeder Foundation Stop Hunger Now Event: DanversCARES DHS Youth Leadership Board 
filled over 10,000 meal bags of dried food to be shipped to third world countries.

On the Road

MA Nurses Association: DanversCARES presented tobacco prevention strategies. 

Office of National Drug Control Policy New Grantee Meeting: DanversCARES staff was invited to 
present to over 80 newly funded Drug Free Community Coalitions in December 2015. 
The topic?  “Maximizing your message through Multi-Media” something we have a great deal of 
experience in, thanks to our media and public relations partner, Thomson Communications, Inc.

Special Mentions
DanversCARES was featured in CADCA’s Coalitions On-Line Newsletter for our underage drinking 
work and the Massachusetts Technical Assistance Prevention Program’s (MassTAPP) newsletter for 
our opiate prevention campaign.

Community Partnerships

Text a Tip: In partnership with the Danvers Police Department, DanversCARES supports the cost of 
the new Text a Tip community safety line, designed to help police prevent possible juvenile and other 
crime incidents before they happen. 

Teen Health & Safety Guide: This prom safety guide was sponsored by Lahey Health and 
several local businesses. Over 4,000 copies were distributed throughout the community!

Youth Night Out: Twice each year we partner with the Danvers YMCA to host a substance –free, fun 
evening for middle school youth. These nights are planned and facilitated by our very own 
DanversCARES HRMS Youth Leaders!

Youth Tobacco Regulations: The Danvers Board of Health, under leadership of Health Director 
Peter Mirandi, passed new regulations that raise the minimum legal sale age of tobacco to 21, 
prohibit sale of tobacco products in pharmacies and educational institutions, and limit tobacco 
retail licenses within 500 feet of schools. 

Project Graduation: DanversCARES provided 200 backpacks to students choosing to stay safe by 
participating in the parent organized all-night graduation event at Cedardale Athletic Club.  Bags in-
cluded information and resources related to surviving college underage drinking and navigating 
college health services.

School Partnerships

DanversCARES supports Behavioral Health training for DPS faculty.

        • Trauma Sensitive Schools Initiative: The Massachusetts Advocates for Children
          trained Danvers Public School (DPS) administrators and DPS staff, elementary
          through high school. The training helps staff recognize and manage disruptive
          classroom behaviors that may be linked with traumatic childhood experiences 
          and provides strategies for safe and supportive classroom environments.

        • SBIRT Training: School nurse leaders were trained on a new way to screen 
          students for early signs of substance use.

        • Street Drug Trends: The MA Nurses Association trained nurses on street drugs
          and current substance use trends.
        
        • Youth at Risk Conference: DanversCARES and schools staff attended this annual
          North Shore conference sponsored by the Essex County Community Foundation,

Other Trainings

        • Harvard Medical School Mental Health K-12 Conference
        • North Shore Education Consortium Behavioral Health Training
        • Essex DA’s School Safety Conference and Policy Roundtable.

Community Education 

FY 15 topics are focused on youth risk and resiliency factors and what adult community members 
can do to help youth thrive. Programs are open to all community members, young or old.  

        • Katie Greer: Internet Safety
        • Lynn Lyons: Adolescent Anxiety
        • Mental Health First Aid Training: Model training for community members on the 
          basics of mental and emotional health.

Resources

Substance Abuse Treatment Resource Directory: Designed to increase awareness of available 
treatment resources. 

Opiate Overdose Prevention Resource Kits: Provided to first responders and to organizations 
throughout the community.

Opportunities to Get Involved

DanversCARES Partnership Meetings
First Monday of Each Month: 9-10 am at DHS

Visit us at www.danverscares.org 


