
 DANVERS SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
REGULAR MEETING 

May 12, 2014 
Francis Mills Communication Center, Danvers High School 

 
School Committee Members Present: Eric Crane 

Jeffrey Kay 
Connie Pawlak 
Arthur Skarmeas 
Dave Thomson 
 

Dr. Dana, acting as temporary Chairman of the Committee, called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. The 
Pledge of Allegiance and Danvers Public Schools Mission statement was recited. Dr. Dana announced that 
the meeting was being broadcast on Danvers Community Access Television and asked the members of the 
audience if anyone was recording the proceedings.  
 

VOTED: Election of Chairperson – Mr. Crane nominated Arthur Skarmeas as Chairman of the 
committee. No second was required. The vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: Election of Secretary – Mrs. Pawlak nominated David Thomson as Secretary. No second was 

required. The vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED Appointment of School Attorney – Mr. Crane moved to retain the legal services of Michael 

Long, Esq. of Long & DiPietro. Mrs. Pawlak seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED:    Updated DPS Hiring and Technology Policies – Mrs. Pawlak moved to approve the updated    
      DPS Hiring and Technology Policies, second reading.  Mr. Thomson seconded the motion.   
      The vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED:    Out-of-State Field Trip Requests – Mr. Thomson moved to approve the DHS AP Physics and  
      Statistic classes (40 students) to travel to Canobie Lake Park, Salem, NH on May 23, 2014     
      and for 18-20 DHS students to travel to Peru on April 16-26, 2015. Mrs. Pawlak seconded the   
      motion. The vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: Minutes – Mr. Thomson moved to release the minutes for the regular meeting April 10, 2014. 

Mr. Crane seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.  
 
VOTED: Adjournment – Mr. Thomson moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m. Mrs. Pawlak 

seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 
 
I. SCHOOL COMMITTEE REORGANIZATION - SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

REORGANIZATION – Upon being elected Chairman, Mr. Skarmeas asked the 
Superintendent to check on the district’s liability insurance. He stated that assignments for 
subcommittees would be addressed at the June meeting.  

 
 Mr. Skarmeas welcomed new committee member Jeffrey Kay to his first school committee 

meeting. He also congratulated Mr. Crane for his reelection to the committee. 
 
II. INFORMATION FROM THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE 
          DHS student representative Mark Cockfield updated the committee on events and news 

from all seven schools. The committee thanked Mark for his two years of service and 
presented him with a gift.  

 
III.     ITEMS OF INTEREST TO SUPERINTENDENT, SCHOOL COMMITTEE, COMMUNITY  
 Mrs. Pawlak expressed her gratitude to the committee and the public for their understanding during 

her absence.  
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 Mr. Crane thanked the voters of Danvers for reelecting him to the committee. He also thanked the 
SEPAC co-chairs for inviting him to their last meeting and recognized them both for their service to 
SEPAC.  

    
IV.      INFORMATION FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
1) Student Services Update - Dr. Dana introduced Dr. Mary Tatem who provided a Student Services 

update. Dr. Tatem stated that special education enrollment numbers have remained relatively 
constant since the beginning of the 13-14 school year. The enrollment in the district remains at or 
below state average of 17% – 15.5% for students attending Danvers Public Schools and 16.9% 
for all students including out of district placements.  

   
 The DESE coordinated program review of the Student Services department took place at   
 the end of April, conducting record reviews and interviews of personnel. Results of the   
 review will be available some time in the fall of 2014.  
 
 The NECC program for young children in the autism spectrum at Thorpe School has   
 been very successful and will be continued in the 14-15 school year. There is a possibility  
 that if openings become available, other school districts may be offered placement(s) in   
 the program for tuition. 
 
 Dr. Tatem updated the committee on the possibility of a language-based program for the   
 14-15 school year. She stated that after reviewing student need, the cohort identified   
 was not large enough to justify a sub-separate classroom. Consultation and training will   
 be provided to staff to provide identified students with the support they need.  
 
 Dr. Tatem stated that a major focus for her department for the 14-15 school year will be   
 transition planning for students who need support after their post-secondary education.  
 
 Mr. Kay asked for clarification on the percentage of special education students in the   
 preschool program at Riverside and asked how it compared to the state average. Dr.   
 Tatem stated that the law requires that children with any type of need - speech,   
 occupational therapy, learning difficulties, be provided with a program and that the   
 percentage of students in the program will always be at least 50%. Riverside’s program is  
 at 66%. 
 
 Mr. Crane asked for clarification on the number of students required to justify a language-  
 based program. 
 
 Perspectives of the District Survey - Dr. Dana announced the opening of the K-12 Insights 
 Perspectives of the District Survey.  She reviewed information on the previous surveys 
 conducted and the focus of the district survey on the mission and vision statements and the core 
 values as outlined the 2013-2018 strategic plan.  She reviewed the process for informing the 
 community about the survey.  
   
             Mrs. Pawlak asked that paper copies be made available at Town Hall, the Senior Center and the 
 library those who cannot access the survey electronically.  
 
2)         Announcement of the last day of school 2013-2014 - Dr. Dana announced the last day of school 
            for students as Thursday, June 26, 2014 
 
V.     UNFINISHED BUSINESS   
 Updated DPS Hiring and Technology Policies – As voted. 
 
VI.    NEW BUSINESS 
 
A.       Out-of-State Field Trip Requests – as voted. 
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VII. ORDER OF BUSINESS 
A - Communications – Dr. Dana reviewed the communications in the packet.   
 
 Mrs. Pawlak spoke about MASC’s new training programs for school committee members and asked 

that this topic be included in the June meeting agenda.  
  
B. Legislation –  Mr. Crane stated that he would update the committee on legislation during the 

SEPAC update. 
      
C.  Subcommittee/Liaison Update-  Dr. Dana updated the committee on the following: 

DanversCARES –  DanversCARES has launched the iChoose campaign for the month of May to 
encourage students to make good decisions, especially during prom season.   
 
At the last DanversCARES meeting, two presenters from MA Tobacco Control provided training. 
 
Mrs. Pawlak inquired about the status of the rail trail. Mr. Taverna noted that rail trail is still being 
discussed in meetings with Town Hall.  
 
DEEP –  DEEP officers will be attending the June school committee meeting to present the teacher 
grants awards and community achievement award and to recognize retirees.  
 

 SEPAC – Co-Chair Keri Smith-Holian stated that Rep. Speliotis and Senator Lovely attended the 
last SEPAC meeting to discuss current legislation and how it affects families of students with 
special needs. Both took questions and listened to parents on their perspectives of the current 
status of special education. Attendance at the meeting was approximately 25 people.  

 
 The next meeting is scheduled for June 4th at the Maple Street Tavern at 7 p.m. 
 
 Ms. Smith-Holian thanked Ms. Zorzonello for her service to SEPAC as co-chair for the last two 

years.  
  
 Mr. Crane noted that there are two major pieces of legislation discussed at the meeting – to enable 

special education students to access the state university system by providing programs with 
increased support; and legislation requiring school districts to pay parents’ attorney fees in the 
event that the district loses a case in arbitration. 

 
 Policy – No policy update 
  
D.  Minutes – As voted.   
 
VIII. BUDGET – Mr. Taverna stated the homeless transportation number is down slightly at 

about $7000.  
  
IX. PERSONNEL 
A. Announcement of Resignations, Leaves of Absence and Appointments – Mrs. Ambrozavitch 

presented her memo dated May 1, 2014 and asked the committee to contact her with questions. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 
 

The next regular meeting will be held on Monday, June 9, 2014 at 7 p.m. in the Francis Mills 
Communication Center at Danvers High School 

     
  Respectfully submitted, 
 

 David Thomson, Secretary 
  Danvers School Committee 


