
 DANVERS SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
REGULAR MEETING 
November 10, 2014 

Francis Mills Communication Center, E115, Danvers High School 
 

School Committee Members Present: Eric Crane 
Jeffrey Kay 
Connie Pawlak 
Arthur Skarmeas, Chair 
Dave Thomson, Secretary 

 
VOTED: Civil Rights Policy Update – Mr. Thomson moved to approve the updated Civil Rights Policy 

for a first reading. Mrs. Pawlak seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: Revised Handbooks and Interscholastic Policy Updates:  Mr. Thomson moved to approve the 

DHS, HRMS and Elementary handbooks and the Interscholastic Policy reflecting the new Civil 
Rights Policy updates, first reading. Mrs. Pawlak seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous. 

 
VOTED:    Fundraising requests – Mr. Thomson moved to approve the fundraising requests          
      from DHS DECA and the DHS Gymnastics team. Mrs. Pawlak seconded the motion. The vote   
      was unanimous. 
VOTED:    Out of State/Late Night Field Trips – Mr. Thomson moved to approve the DHS Ski Club to   
      travel to Gilford, NH on January 24, 2015; Princeton, MA on March 6, 2015 and Danbury, NH   
      on March 7, 2015; the DHS Wrestling team to travel to Timberlane HS, Plaistow, NH on   
      January 24, 2015 and the DHS Hockey team to travel to the University of Vermont from   
      December 5-7, 2014. Mrs. Pawlak seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED:    Minutes – Mr. Thomson moved to accept and release the minutes from the October 20, 2014   
     regular meeting. Mr. Crane seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 

VOTED: Adjournment – Mr. Thomson moved to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:36 p.m. Mrs. Pawlak 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – Mr. Skarmeas called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. The Pledge of 

Allegiance and DPS Mission statement were recited. Mr. Skarmeas inquired whether the 
meeting was being recorded by audience members and announced that the meeting was 
being broadcast on DCAT.  

 
II.     ITEMS OF INTEREST TO SUPERINTENDENT, SCHOOL COMMITTEE, COMMUNITY –  
 Mrs. Pawlak announced that the DEEP Winetasting event raised approximately $20,000 for DPS 

Teacher grants. She thanked the community for the great turnout, noting that over 300 tickets were 
sold.  

  
III.    INTRODUCTION AND INFORMATION FROM THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Haley O’Shea 
 presented news and events from the seven schools.  
  
IV.      INFORMATION FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

1. Danvers Fire Chief Kevin Farrell recognized HRMS student Ethan McGrath for winning the Arson 
Watch Rewards Program Poster Contest. Calendars were presented to committee members.  
HRMS Art Teacher Siobhan McDonald thanked Chief Farrell for his support. 
2. Danvers Pride Presentation – Holten-Richmond Middle School Principal, Adam Federico and 
student council students spoke about events that occurred in October, recognizing National Bullying 
Month.  
3. DHS teacher Tom Sangermano and student John Tibbitts reported on their trip to Washington, 
D.C. to participate in Constitution Day, 2014. Mr. Sangermano noted that John was chosen to be the 
sole representative for the state of Massachusetts at Constitution Day. Mr. Tibbetts spoke about his 
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experience at the conference and outlined the itinerary of his visit. He presented his project on 
School Safety at the conference. 
Mr. Thomson commended Mr. Tibbetts on representing Massachusetts at the conference and said 
that he should be very proud.  
Mr. Kay asked for a copy of the project. Both Mr. Crane and Mr. Skarmeas spoke of the need for 
more focus on civics education. 
4. DanversCARES Director, Peg Sallade, presented a DanversCARES update and an overview of 
the 2014 HRMS and DHS Youth Risk Survey results. She noted that this is the fourth time that the 
survey has been conducted amongst middle and high school students and there is much data 
collected over time for comparison. She reviewed highlights of the survey results and noted that 
overall, the district has a very high number of students making very healthy decisions. 
DanversCARES will use the survey data to make decisions on future programming for students and 
the community.  
Mrs. Pawlak spoke about the positive impact that the DanversCARES Coalition work has had on 
DPS students and the community. She also noted some areas of ongoing concern in the survey 
results and what more can be done to make improvement in these areas.  
Mr. Crane noted that, overall, the results of the survey are encouraging. He questioned Ms. Sallade 
about surveying the adults in the community about alcohol and marijuana use to compare those 
results with the student results. Ms. Sallade said she is looking into this type of survey.  
Mr. Skarmeas commended the work of DanversCARES and the health curriculum and spoke about 
the need to include DanversCARES in the school district budget process.  
5. The Safety Committee presented their annual review of safety policies and an overview of 
updated safety protocols. Mr. Taverna, Police Chief Neil Ouellette and Fire Chief Kevin Farrell spoke 
about the new enhanced lockdown procedures adopted by DPS and the implementation timeline for 
training and drills for middle school and high school students and staff in these new procedures. 
Elementary level training will occur during the 2015-2016 school year. The safety committee fielded 
specific questions from the school committee members on the training and procedures of the new 
plan.  
Dr. Dana noted that parent information meetings have been scheduled to inform them about the new 
lockdown procedures that have been adopted by the district.  

 
V.     UNFINISHED BUSINESS - none  
  
 
VI.    NEW BUSINESS 
 1. Civil Rights Policy Update - The Superintendent recommended the approval of updates to the 
 DPS Civil Rights Policy, first reading. As voted. Mr. Taverna noted that the policy updates were a 
 result of the recent Civil Rights audit done by the state.  
 2. Revised Handbooks and Interscholastic Policy Updates- The Superintendent recommended 
 the approval of the DHS, HRMS and Elementary handbooks and the Interscholastic Policy 
 updates to reflect the civil rights updates, first reading. As voted 
 3. Fundraising requests – The Superintendent recommended the approval of fundraising requests 
 from DHS DECA and the DHS Gymnastics team. As voted. 
 4. Out of State/Late Night Field Trips - The Superintendent recommended the approval of the 
 DHS Ski Club to travel to Gilford, NH on January 24, 2015; Princeton, MA on March 6, 2015 and 
 Danbury, NH on March 7, 2015. The Superintendent also recommends the approval of the DHS 
 Wrestling team to travel to Timberlane HS, Plaistow, NH on January 24, 2015 and the DHS 
 Hockey team to travel to the University of Vermont from  December 5-7, 2014. As voted.  
 
 
VII. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

A - Communications – none   

B. Legislation – none 
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C.  Subcommittee/Liaison Update –  

 DEEP – none 

DanversCARES – none 
 
SEPAC – Co-Chair Keri Smith-Holian spoke about the October meeting, which focused on reading. 
She noted that the meeting was very well attended. The December 3rd meeting will be about 
executive functioning.  

VIII.   MINUTES – As voted 
     
IX.     BUDGET 
 Mr. Taverna presented the October 2014 budget report and the draft of the Town of Danvers 
 Budget Policy timeline. 

VII. PERSONNEL 
A. Announcement of Resignations, Leaves of Absence and Appointments – Mrs. Ambrozavitch 

presented her memo dated November 2014 and asked the committee to contact her with questions. 
 

The next regular meeting will be held on Monday, December 8, 2014 at 7 p.m. in the Francis Mills 
Communication Center at Danvers High School. 

     
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

David Thomson, Secretary 
Danvers School Committee 


