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 DANVERS SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
REGULAR MEETING 

May 11, 2015 
Francis Mills Communication Center, E115, Danvers High School 

 
School Committee Members Present: Eric Crane 

Jeffrey Kay 
Connie Pawlak 
Arthur Skarmeas 
David Thomson 
 

Dr. Dana, acting as temporary Chairman of the Committee, called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. The 
Pledge of Allegiance and Danvers Public Schools Mission statement was recited. Dr. Dana announced that 
the meeting was being broadcast on Danvers Community Access Television and asked the members of the 
audience if anyone was recording the proceedings.  
 

VOTED: Election of Chairperson – Mr. Thomson nominated Eric Crane as Chairman of the committee. 
No second was required. The vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: Election of Secretary – Mrs. Pawlak nominated David Thomson as Secretary. No second was 

required. The vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED Appointment of School Attorney – Mr. Skarmeas moved to retain the legal services of Michael 

Long, Esq. of Long & DiPietro. Mr. Thomson seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous. 

 
VOTED:    DTA Contract – Mr. Crane elected to take the vote on the contract out of order from the original 

agenda. Mrs. Pawlak moved to approve the Danvers Teachers Association contract dated July 
1, 2014 – June 30, 2017. Mr. Thomson seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 

VOTED:    Out of state field trip request – Mr. Thomson moved to approve the DHS AP Physics and 
Statistic classes (50 students) to travel to Canobie Lake Park, Salem, NH on May 22, 2015. 
Mrs. Pawlak seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 

VOTED:    Minutes - Mr. Thomson moved to approve and release the regular meeting minutes from April 
13, 2015. Mr. Thomson moved to approve the minutes from the Executive Session meeting 
held on April 13, not to be released. Mr. Skarmeas seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous 

VOTED: Adjournment – Mr. Thomson moved to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:33 p.m. Mr. Skarmeas 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 

 
I.     SCHOOL COMMITTEE REORGANIZATION 

Upon being elected Chairman, Mr. Crane asked the Superintendent to check on the 
district’s liability insurance. He confirmed that the regular meetings would continue to be 
held on the second Monday of the month.  Mr. Crane appointed Mr. Skarmeas as the 
primary signatory of all bill sheets and Mrs. Pawlak as secondary signatory. He stated that 
assignments for subcommittees would be addressed at the June 8th meeting.  

 
II.    INTRODUCTION AND INFORMATION FROM THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Haley O’Shea 
 presented news and events from the seven schools. On behalf of the entire committee, Mr. Crane 
 thanked Haley for her presentations during the year and presented her with a thank you gift from 
 the committee. 
III.   ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT, COMMITTEE AND COMMUNITY 

 Mrs. Pawlak thanked the community for re-electing her to the school committee for another term. 

 Mr. Thomson thanked the voters for voting for him and Richard Stoney for his candidacy.  
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 Mr. Crane congratulated all the town officials who were recently elected. 

 A Danvers resident spoke about the public hearings scheduled to discuss the PARCC testing 
 proposed for Massachusetts’s students. He encouraged participation at the hearings.  

IV.      INFORMATION FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
1. Danvers Pride Presentation – Smith School – Principal Kate Clark and Smith Art teacher, Laura 
Marotta and some Smith students spoke about the recent $5000 grant from the Massachusetts Art 
Council and the mosaic project that was unveiled earlier in the day. Students described the theme of 
the mosaic, “Love of Learning” and the process for completing the 5’x12’ mosaic with a professional 
artist.  
Mrs. Clark thanked the students, parents and faculty for their participation in the project and 
expressed what a beautiful addition the mosaic is to the Smith School.  
The committee commended the work on the mosaic and the great job done by the student 
presenters.  Mr. Thomson commended Mrs. Clark for her work at Smith School for the last three 
years. 
Mrs. Pawlak thanked Mrs. Smith for supporting the arts and Ms. Marotta for writing and winning the 
grants.  
2. New Danvers Public Schools Logo –Dr. Dana introduced DHS Senior, Tristan Gillis to the 
committee who presented his work on the new DPS logo. Dr. Dana noted Tristan’s recent Gold Key 
Scholastic Art Award for his submissions.   
The committee expressed their pleasure with the new logo concept. Tristan explained the process 
he went through to arrive at his final design. Dr. Dana noted that the logo would be finalized by June 
and that the websites and all public relations materials, letterhead and business cards would be 
updated with the new logo.  
 
3. Student Services Update – Dr. Mary Tatem spoke about the new Language-based program and 
where the district is in the process of implementing the program. She reviewed a brochure that will 
be made available to parents of students who have been identified as needing such a program.  
Dr. Tatem reviewed the process of how students are identified for the program, the IEP process, the 
work being down with consultant, Landmark Outreach, the hiring process for the teacher for the new 
program and the location of the classroom at Highlands Elementary.  
Dr. Tatem noted that she and Principal Matthews have been visiting similar programs in other 
districts to help them finalize the design of the program.  
Mr. Kay asked how the success of the program would be measured and Dr. Tatem stated that as 
students meet the goals of the program in their IEPs, they would be moving out of the program.  
Mrs. Pawlak asked about the required qualifications of the teacher to be hired. Dr. Tatem explained 
the required training and experience that the district is advertising for.  
Mr. Thomson inquired about the students from different schools in the district participating in the 
program. Dr. Tatem stated that all identified elementary students in the district could participate at 
Highlands.  
Dr. Dana noted that the language-based program is the third in-district program created by Dr. 
Tatem and the Student Services Department and she thanked Dr. Tatem for her work.  
4. Last Day of School for the 14-15 school year – Dr. Dana officially announced that the last day of 
school for the Danvers Public Schools 14-15 school year will be Monday, June 29, 2015.  

 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
1.  Danvers Teachers Association Contract – The Superintendent recommended the approval of the  
 DTA Contract  dated July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2017. As voted.  Mr. Crane recognized Wayne 
 Marquis at the meeting, who as a member of the negotiating committee was allowed a vote on 
 he contract. Mr. Crane thanked Mr. Marquis for his service to the committee.  
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 Mr. Thomson stated he was very glad that an agreement had been made. Mrs. Pawlak noted her 
 interest in the subcommittees established as a result of the contract and looked forward to the 
 results of the subcommittees’ work. Mr. Kay encouraged citizens to read the contract once it was 
 made public.  
 
 Mr. Thomson thanked both Mr. Crane and Mr. Skarmeas for leading the negotiations. Mr. 
 Skarmeas noted the importance of parent involvement and the process. He also noted that the 
 town gave complete support of the 15-16 budget and the new contract.   
 
 Mr. Skarmeas commented on the professionalism of all parties during the negotiation process. 
 
 Mr. Crane acknowledged that the contract negotiations took much longer than the committee 
 would have liked due to significant differences. He stressed the school committee’s respect for 
 the hard work and professionalism of all of the teachers in Danvers.  
  
2.  Out of state field trip request – The Superintendent recommended the approval of DHS AP 
 Physics and Statistic classes (50 students) to travel to Canobie Lake Park, Salem, NH on May 22, 
 2015. As voted. 

  

VII. ORDER OF BUSINESS 
A - Communications – Dr. Dana reviewed the communications in the packet. She updated the 

committee about a pilot program for after school busing and a thank you letter from a concerned 
parent. 

B. Legislation – Mr. Crane spoke about the hotel/motel tax issue and the action being taken by 
legislators to collect the tax reimbursements.  

C.  Subcommittee/Liaison Update   
DEEP –DEEP elections will be held at the next meeting. DEEP will attend the June regular school 
committee meeting to present Certificate of Merit to retiring Danvers teachers, the DEEP teacher grants 
and the DEEP Community Service awards. 

DanversCARES – Mrs. Pawlak reminded the committee of the DanversCARES annual meeting being 
held at the Danvers Council on Aging on June 1st at 8:30 a.m. 

Mrs. Pawlak also commended DanversCARES for the proposed tobacco regulations being adopted by 
the Town.  

Finally, she reported on the last Wellness committee meeting recently held and the focus group being 
arranged by Food Services Director, Tom Powers, for the elementary schools’ food programs. The group 
will include 5-6 elementary students who will be “taste testing” of new food items.  

Mrs. Pawlak also mentioned concerns of wellness committee members of the lack of a school nurse at 
after school activities. The committee is working on an enhanced permission slip for students participating 
in after school programs, which will include required medical information regarding allergies, conditions, 
etc.  

The Wellness committee plans to investigate necessary policy changes as they move forward next year. 
Mr. Crane asked for clarification on the new tobacco policy; Mr. Thomson, whose daughter spoke at the 
public hearing, noted that DanversCARES and the high school students spoke in support of the Board of 
Health’s recommendation for raising the age to purchase nicotine products to twenty-one and will become 
a bylaw of the town on July 1st.  

SEPAC- Mr. Skarmeas spoke on behalf of co-chair Keri Holian, who could not attend the meeting. He 
stated that the April meeting was very well attended, as all of their meetings have been this past year. 
Officers have been elected and SEPAC is planning its agenda of speakers for the 15-16 school year.   
VIII. MINUTES – As voted 
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IX.     BUDGET 
Mr. Taverna presented the April 2015 Monthly Budget report and invited questions from the committee. 
He noted a slight increase the homeless transportation costs.  
 
X. PERSONNEL 
Announcement of Resignations, Leaves of Absence and Appointments – Mrs. Ambrozavitch presented 

her memo dated May 2015 and asked the committee to contact her with questions. 
 
Before the meeting adjourned, Mr. Crane asked Dr. Dana and Mr. Taverna to investigate the possibility of 

installing automatic door openers in the high school to accommodate those who visit the high 
school in wheel chairs. This request came as a result of communication Mr. Crane had with a voter 
who came to the high school in a wheelchair and had trouble entering the building.  

 
The next regular meeting will be held on Monday, June 8, 2015 at 7 p.m. in the 

Francis Mills Communication Center at Danvers High School. 
     

Respectfully submitted,  
 

      David Thomson, Secretary 
Danvers School Committee 


