
Danvers High School Grade 9 Summer Reading 2016 
 

Students will read two books:  the required book and a book of their choice from the list of 
selections below.  There are separate assignments for each book. 
 
Assignment 1:   
 
Required book:  Autobiography of My Dead Brother by Walter Dean Myers 
 
As you read, use sticky notes to mark 6-7 passages in the text that would help you to answer the 
following question: 
 
Question:  Is Rise’s death the result of his choices, his surroundings, or both? 
 
After you finish reading, select the best three passages that you marked and write a paragraph on 
each that addresses the question (3 paragraphs total).  Be sure to include quotations from the text 
in each paragraph. 
 
 
Assignment 2:   
 
Choice book:  Choose ONE of the following books. 
 
Fiction 

• The Berlin Boxing Club by Robert Sharenow 
• Generation Dead by Daniel Waters  
• How I Found the Strong:  A Civil War Story by Margaret McMullan 
• Incantation by Alice Hoffman 
• The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater 

Nonfiction 
• Chinese Cinderella:  The True Story of an Unwanted Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah 
• Jackie Robinson:  Race, Sports, and the American Dream by Joseph Dorinson and Joram 

Warmund 
• The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch 
• March by John Lewis 
• Outcasts United:  A Refugee Team, an American Town by Warren St. John 
• Unstoppable by Anthony Robles 

 
As you read, use sticky notes to mark 6-7 passages in the text that would help you to answer the 
following question: 
 
Question:  What message does this book present about a universal human experience 
(examples:  love, fear, “growing up,” etc.)?  
 
After you finish reading, select the best three passages that you marked and write a paragraph on 
each that addresses the question (3 paragraphs total).  Be sure to include quotations from the text 
in each paragraph. 


