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Jack Murray
by Cristina Servizio
     Jack Murray was truly loved in room 
A109. In his second year of writing for the 
paper, he was a crucial contributor to The 
Flying Onion. Jack contributed to the pa-
per with a variety of articles, from world-
wide events to local news, while always 
displaying his natural talent for writing. 
     In addition to writing for the paper, 
Jack is a member of the National Honor 
Society, the World Language National 
Honor Society, and he serves as Treasurer 
for the National English Honor Society. 
Jack is also a committed member of Mock 
Trial. This past year he joined the stage 
crew of DHS Acts, and was recently cast 
in their virtual spring play. He challenges 
himself in school with a rigorous sched-
ule made up of numerous AP and honors 
courses. Jack also plays clarinet for Dan-
vers’ band and jazz band. 
     Jack was also highly respected by his 
teachers. English teacher Mr. John White 
fondly remembered teaching him.
    “I had the opportunity to teach Jack 
during his junior year. He brought our 
class knowledge and insight, mature and 
open-minded perspectives, and lots of 
laughs,” commented Mr. White.“Jack 
epitomizes what it means to be a dedicat-
ed student, a genuine friend, and a kind 
person. I know I am better for having had 
the chance to know him; anyone who has 
met him will tell you the same. I can’t wait 
to see what the next chapter holds for Jack 
and all those fortunate enough to know 
him.”
     In any part of the newspaper process, 
Jack never hesitated to help out one of his 
classmates. His welcoming and comfort-
ing attitude made Journalism class feel 
like a safe place, but most importantly a 
learning environment that was fun. The 
class will not be the same without him. 
     Jack is going to Wheaton College in 
the fall. We can’t wait to see what he will 
accomplish. You will be greatly missed, 
Jack!

Adam Kocur, 
Editor in Chief
by Heather Carnevale
     Many publications have one or two 
behind-the-scenes people who make the 
whole operation run more smoothly. For 
The Flying Onion, this year, that person 
was none other than our Editor in Chief, 
Adam Kocur.      Whether it was proof-
reading yet another article, or staying 
after school to ensure that copies of the 
newspaper were made and distributed to 
teachers (who could read them first thing 
the next morning), Adam was the nuts 
and bolts of the machinery that was our 
paper.
     As his tenth grade ELA teacher, I saw 
Adam’s potential as a thinker and a writer 
early in his high school career. A young 
man of few words, Adam was well read 
and considered many sides of often con-
troversial issues before weighing in. Adam 
easily brought these talents to his work in 
journalism, as well, where he was known 
for tackling interesting, and even contro-
versial topics, including everything from 
the #MeToo movement to the movements 
of President Trump. Because of these 
factors, including his thoroughness in his 
research, and perfectionism in his writing, 
Adam was a clear choice for Editor in 
Chief his senior year.
     And what a senior year it has been! 
While juggling the responsibilities of lead-
ing the newspaper, Adam also achieved 
his Eagle Scout rank in the Boy Scouts of 
America, and started to pursue a college 
career. He was the first to break the celeb-
rity college scandal, and has repeatedly 
delivered the ever-fascinating political 
news of both our country and our world to 
the DHS newspaper. 
     In the fall, Adam plans to attend 
Salem State, where he will be majoring in 
political science (a surprise to no one who 
knows him). You might just see his name 
on a ballot in the future...he has great 
things in store!

Madeline Butler
by Cristina Servizio
     In the classroom, Maddie Butler was 
the heart of the classroom. A friendly and 
welcoming face, she was always happy to 
help out a fellow student or lend her cre-
ativity to an article. She has been writing 
for The Flying Onion for the past three 
years, including her junior year in which 
she had a “class by herself” in an indepen-
dent study, where she wrote, edited, and 
produced the layout for the paper. 
     Maddie’s specialties included cover-
ing pop music, the world of fashion and 
celebrity tributes (including educating 
Ms. Carnevale on who Juice WRLD was!) 
Throughout most of her high school 
career, Maddie’s love for English and 
commitment to journalism made her 
an essential part of producing the paper 
every week. 
     Maddie was a model student at Dan-
vers High School. She challenged herself 
with honors and AP classes and in her 
senior year served as  captain of both the 
girls varsity field hockey team and swim 
team. Maddie is also a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, the National English 
Honor Society, and the World Language 
Honor Society. 
     One teacher who had the pleasure of 
having Maddie for the past three years 
was journalism teacher Ms. Heather 
Carnevale.
     “Maddie is a bright light on an other-
wise cloudy day,” said Ms. Carnevale. “It’s 
been a delight to see her grow and develop 
into the fine young woman she is over 
these past three years. Her enthusiasm 
for DHS sports has graced many, many 
articles and her sweet nature and upbeat 
attitude was often the highlight of our 
class.”
     In the fall, Maddie is off to Saint An-
selm College to study English in the fall. 
We can’t wait to see what her future holds! 
We will miss you, Maddie!

Grace Donahue 
by Sofia Servizio
     This past year, Grace Donahue has 
been an integral part of the The Flying 
Onion team. She loved to write about pop 
culture, politics and her opinions on many 
hot topics, ranging from candidates to 
Beverly’s new Whole Foods. 
     One of the most well versed in current 
events, Grace regularly led class discus-
sions about headline news. Sometimes se-
rious, and sometimes funny in her writing, 
Grace is a consistently amazing writer who 
was constantly willing to extend a helping 
hand to anyone who was struggling. If 
you wanted a successful article, Grace was 
your girl. 
     Apart from her spot at The Flying 
Onion, Grace was also a distinguished 
member of the National Honors Society, 
World Language Honors Society, and 
served as Vice President of programming 
for the National English Honor Society, 
and captain of the DHS Color Guard. She 
loves all things fashion, politics and is a 
raving fan of Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
     Another hero of Grace’s, history teacher 
Ms. Kathleen Murphy, had this to say 
about her:
     “Although Grace was quiet when I first 
met her, gradually her brilliance shone 
through,” Ms. Murphy commented. 
“Grace is also an exceptionally kind and 
thoughtful person. In these tumultuous 
times, I am encouraged to know that 
Grace will be entering this world as a 
young adult. Grace is one of those rare 
individuals who can put herself into other 
people’s shoes and walk around for a bit.”
     Grace will be missed next year by all at 
The Flying Onion. 
       In the fall, Grace will move on to study 
journalism at Boston University. Good 
luck, Grace! 

Vanessa Ellis
by Cristina Servizo
     Vanessa Ellis was a senior writer for 
The Flying Onion. This past year, she 
loved to write about television, interna-
tional news, and topics on social justice. 
Vanessa was helpful to everyone in the 
class, often helping to co-write and or 
give feedback on other people’s work. In 
addition, she often brought an honest, 
logical viewpoint to class discussions. 
With her talent for interesting pieces and 
dry, but clever humor, Vanessa was fea-
tured in almost all editions of The Flying 
Onion this year. 
     Aside from her contributions to the 
paper, Vanessa was also a part of Nation-
al Honors Society, National English Hon-
ors Society, National Art Honors Society, 
the Environmental Club, and serves as 

both an officer for     
and the esteemed president of Students 
United For Acceptance (SUFA). 
In addition to all of this, Vanessa is a hard     
working intellect with a schedule full of 
AP and honors courses.
She loves animals and photography. She 
can often be seen wearing jewelry she 
makes and expresses her creativity by vid-
eo taping her everyday life then turning 
this footage into short clips, with anima-
tions for her and her friends to enjoy. Her 
talents in film and film production have 
captured for posterity many major Dan-
vers initiatives, from the #WhyYouMatter 
campaign to multiple presentations rep-
resenting SUFA for Danvers’ town-wide 
Martin Luther King Day celebrations.
      Film and Television teacher Ms. Julie 
O’Neill had extremely fond memories of 
having Vanessa in class.
     “Vanessa has always impressed me 

with her consistency, unique perspec-
tive and dedication to pushing herself 
creatively.”
Ms. O’Neill said. “She was always the 
first person to help out in class if I was 
occupied and her peers had questions. 
Every day, she motivated me to be a 
better teacher because I wanted to give 
her my best, as she always gave her best. 
I can think of nobody more deserving of 
accolades than Vanessa Ellis.”  
 After her stint at The Flying Onion, she 
will be greatly missed as she moves onto 
Smith College in the fall to study film 
and media. 
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Rory MacDuff
by Heather Carnevale

     Although Rory MacDuff only 
did a short stint with The Flying 
Onion during his senior year, his 
articles and ideas were memora-
ble. And, after having taught Rory 
in my sophomore ELA Honors 
class two years ago and being 
exposed to his writing and his 
interests, I knew they would be.
     Rory started off the year cov-
ering the unusual incident of the 
bathroom fire at DHS in the fall. 

   
 However, he soon moved on to 
writing about his passions: tech-
nology and historical films.
     He often revealed little-known, 
but important ideas to our class-
room discussions and produced 
well-written thought pieces as a 
result. Some of these included Ro-
ry’s coverage of AT&T’s consumer 
settlement and the unsettling topic 
of internet surveillance, and how it 
pervades everyone’s lives. 
      Although a young man of few 
words, Rory also brought a quiet, 
dry sense of humor to his inter-
actions with others. Rory is the 
person in any class who delivers 
a straight-faced punchline that 
sends others laughing out loud. A 
talented writer, he was often able 
to deftly handle difficult topics and 
make them clearer for his readers’ 
consumption - a key element of 
journalistic writing.
     We will miss Rory next fall, 
as he heads off to North Shore 
Community College. But we look 
forward to hearing about what 
future adventures, and, hopeful-
ly, news articles, he will have to 
share. Good luck, Rory!

Dan DeSouza
by Heather Carnevale

     Dan DeSouza bookended his 
high school career with The Flying 
Onion, taking Journalism in both 
his freshman and senior years. In 
class, Dan was a welcome sight, 
bringing thoughtful insight to 
many class conversations. This 
year, he was quick to write about 
many serious topics, from the 
Triple E scare in the fall, to the 
original outbreak of coronavirus 

    
this past January.
     Over the past four years, Dan 
grew and matured into a consider-
ate and caring young man. Always 
a friendly face, Dan was one of 
those students that others found 
easily likeable and who often, 
despite a sometimes far away look 
in his eye, brought surprisingly 
original and thought-provoking 
ideas to class discussions, both 
in Journalism and in his other 
classes. 
     There are few students I can say 
that I’ve been able to see through-
out their entire four years at DHS, 
but I am so fortunate to say that 
Dan DeSouza was one. He was 
kind, and friendly, to all who knew 
him and one of those students 
whose friendly face it was a joy to 
see at my door, even during his 
junior year (when he wasn’t in any 
of my classes).
     In the fall, Dan will be off to 
Westfield State University, and al-
though the class - and this teacher 
in particular - will miss him, I’m 
so very proud of who he has grown 
up to be, and I know there will 
begood things in store for him. 

From the entire staff of The Flying Onion, 


