
GREAT OAK PAC MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday October, 16 2018 

In Attendance: 

Kerry Colombino, Carrie Burnett, Maria Polite, Jodi Armstrong, Jen & Dave Hunt, Petra Lomas, 
Amanda Daniels, Kristel Bucco, Lindsey L’Italien, Krissy Danish, Sara St Pierre, Martha 
Jancaitis, Karen Brett, Jessie Devenport. 

Treasure’s Report: 

The initial total sales from the Yankee Candle Fundraiser are in and the school has raised around 
$10, 119.32. There are still pending online sales that will be added into the total. 

Principal Update: Martha Jancaitis 

-Mrs. Jancaitis shared that six fifth graders from Great Oak presented at the October School 
Committee meeting. The students shared their experiences about project adventure and what they 
have been working on in Student Council. The School Committee was very impressed with our 
students and there was an article in the Danvers Patch if you would like to learn more about the 
students and meeting. 

-The fifth, fourth and third graders are continuing to use utilize their chrome books. The chrome 
books have been very helpful for our math and science curriculum. 

- The Halloween Parade will be held on Halloween at 1:30pm. Parents are welcome to join to 
watch the parade. More information will be sent in the weekly community notes the week prior 
to Halloween.  

-The fifth grade student council will be working with the Danvers Food Pantry to collect needed 
items for the pantry. More information will be coming soon. Please be on the lookout on the 
weekly community notes.  

- The school store is up and running on Tuesday mornings. All grades are welcome to buy items.  

- MCAS scores were mailed home last week. The District as a whole is looking at strengthening 
the gaps in the scores.  

- Staffing updates Tamara Bay, the basic skills teacher, will be leaving and the best of luck is 
wished for Mrs. Bay. Michaela Quimby will be replacing her position. Mrs. Cox and Mrs. 
Notargiacomo will both be going out on maternity leave. The district has moved forward with 
hiring two long term substitutes teachers and are in the process of finalizing these hires.  

- The fourth and third graders will be heading the Plymouth Plantation on November 8, 2018 for 
a full day field trip. Both grades are very excited about this.  

 

Fifth Grade Updates: 



The fifth grade committee is up and running. The committee is meeting before the PAC meeting 
monthly at 6:30 in the library if you would like to join. The next meeting is scheduled for 11/13 
@ 6:30pm. 

The Bingo Night planning is underway. Please plan ahead in your calendars.  It is scheduled for 
11/15. The committee will be selling snacks and all proceeds from the night does directly to the 
fifth grade fund.  

The Duck Tour has been booked for the fifth grade class. 

The year book committee has begun to collect baby pictures of all the fifth graders. 

 

General PAC Updates:  

-Although the school continues to make a good profit from Yankee Candle Sales they continue 
to slightly drop in profits throughout the last years. Discussed in the meeting was alternative 
fundraising options.  The fundraiser walkathon that other local elementary schools participate in 
was discussed. The company name is The Get Movin Crew and a local mom who is a 
representative has agreed to come to the next PAC meeting to talk more about the company. 

-The PAC has signed the school supply agreement with Schoolkidz again for the 2019 school 
year. 

- Great Oak will be donating a Basket to the DEEP Wine Tasting on October 25th.  It is known to 
be a great event and is $40 pp ticket. Thank you to Caitlin Luti for volunteering to prepare the 
donation basket!! 

- Slush Day continues to be a great hit and the students continue to enjoy the combined spirt day 
theme.  Please be on the lookout for the next spirt day theme. 

- The PAC is looking for a volunteer to help coordinate Teacher Appreciation Week which is the 
first week in May. The PAC helps with the organization of the week and a volunteer is needed to 
make sure everything goes smoothly throughout the week. Please let a board member know if 
you are interested.  

-School Apparel sales begin this Friday October 19th and will be open through November 9th. 
Not sure what size to order? Don’t worry - PAC will have a table set up before school on 10/31 if 
you would like to take a look at the items in person. There will also be a table out during the 
Halloween Parade. The location of this table will be announced closer to the date.  

- Afterschool Enrichment Programs will remain open till this Friday 10/19.  Floor Hockey is 
sold out. There is still room in the other programs. We will need to cancel Genius Hour and 
Crazy 8 due to low enrollment. Thank you to Amanda Daniels for organizing and running our 
Afterschool Enrichment programs.  

- Great Oak will be submitting a wreath to the Festival of Trees again this year. Thank you to 
Holly Irgens and Maria Polito for coordinating this for our school. 



Cultural Enrichment  

The kids are enjoying all assembly’s that have been carefully selected to appear at our school this 
year.  In September all grades attended the assembly and experienced a show from The New 
England Brass Band. In October k- second grade attended the assembly and the Dino Man 
presented (check out facebook to see some live interactive pictures).  In November 3rd- 5th grades 
will attend an assembly that the Wing Masters will present.  

Comedy Night  

Comedy night planning is underway please join the committee if you have any interest they meet 
at 7pm prior to the PAC meeting every month. The comedy night will be held at Breakaway in 
Danvers on 1/24/18. Donations are needed for the auctions, please let the committee know or 
PAC directly if you are able to contribute.  

Upcoming Events to be on the lookout for: 

Apparel Sales 10/19-11/9 

Bingo Night 11/15 

Celtics Tickets will go on sale shortly – The game reserved is 1/4/1 

Restaurant night at the 99 11/29 5-8pm 

 


