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Our kindergartners had a very busy week! In Writer’s Workshop the 

children continued to write “How-To” books. Many children worked on setting goals 

for their writing. For example, some students set a goal of writing their story 

across three or more pages. Other students sent a goal of adding more labels to 

their diagrams. This past week, the children also worked on learning how to use a 

mentor text such as, Alyssa Satin Capucilli’s My First Soccer Game, to study how 

other writers have written “How-To” books. The children learned that their book 

should have a title that tells what the books is about, pictures that teach, a list of 

things you may need, and important parts in bold. Please encourage your 

kindergartener to write at home - each day we are amazed to see the stories that 

they create. 

In Reader’s Workshop, the children continued to read books from their 

leveled book bags. The children focused on using their ‘book talk power’. They 

learned that great readers introduce books that they have read to their reading 

partners. This then prompted the children to learn about retelling stories that 

they had read. We taught the children the importance of retelling the beginning, 

middle, and ending of a story, as well as who the characters are, and if there is a 

problem/conflict and resolution. We suggest that you practice these skills at home 

when reading to your child. At the end of the week, all three kindergarten classes 

were awarded their ‘Super Reader’ capes as a way to end our second unit of 

reading! The children were so proud of themselves and spent a great deal of time 

decorating their capes and sharing their super reading powers with their friends.  

In Fundations, we worked on lowercase letters x and y.  The children 

continued the routine of saying the letter, picture, and sound for all letters but 

focusing on the x and y sound.  They practiced making these letters in their 

notebooks and white boards.  

This week we also introduced two new sight words: to, at. Please continue to 

practice all of the sight words that your child has learned thus far. Encourage your 

child to find these words in the books that you read at home.  

In math we continued Unit 4,  “Collect, Count, and Measure”. This past week, 

the children continued to measure the shoe outlines of their classmates, and many 

of their classmates’ family members.  The children also continued to measure 

different strips of paper with popsicle sticks. We also introduced a new game to 

the children - “Grab and Count: Two Handfuls”. To play this game, the children 

reached into a bin of cubes and grabbed two handfuls. Next, the children counted 

the cubes that they grabbed, recorded that number, and then drew a picture. 



Another new game that we introduced is called, “Collect 15 Together”. To play this 

game, the children had two ten frames, pennies, and a dice. The children played in 

partners and took turns rolling a dice (with numbers 1-3) and adding the correct 

amount of pennies. They had to be careful when playing this game, because the 

objective is to get to 15, not 20! 

Finally, we ended our week by donating many gifts to our Adopt-A-Family at 

a school assembly on Friday. Thank you for your support with this program - it is a 

Highlands School tradition that we are most certainly proud of! 

As always, we wish for you a wonderful weekend with your family!  

 

The Kindergarten Team 

 

High Frequency Words: 

I, can, we, the, am, like, a, an, went, see, and, go, so, no, to, at 

 

Letters we have learned: t, b, f, m, n, i, u, o, c, a, g, d, s, e, r, p, j, l, h, k, v, w 

 

Updates and Reminders: 

● Holiday Parties - Please sign and return your child’s holiday party permission 

slip as soon as possible! You should be receiving an email from room parents 

in your child’s class, who are helping to organize our holiday parties. 

● Our last day of school before winter break is Friday, December 22nd.  

● Winter Break: School will be closed December 28- January 1st. 

● Save the date: Kindergarten Spotlight- February 16th. 

● Don’t forget that the school calendar as well as other important information 

can be found on the school website: danverspublicschools.org/Highlands 


