
Kindergarten Chronicles 
February 9, 2018  

 
  This week the kindergarten students began to practice for our Spotlight.  They 

were all very excited to begin to practice the poems and songs they will share with you all 

and the school next Friday morning.  Friday morning meeting starts promptly at 8:45 so 

make sure to plan for extra time to park and be seated in the gym.  Don’t forget to stop 

and see Mrs. Halloran in the office for a visitors badge! 

 

In Reader’s Workshop this week, the children were able to think about a story and 

make a prediction to guess what came next.  They also activated their extra-strength 

reread power to think about what is happening in their stories.  They also learned about 

using extra strength book talk power to talk about the characters and their feelings. 

They used these new skills to better understand their stories.  On Thursday, we concluded 

our third reading unit, Bigger Books, Bigger Reading Muscles!  The children received a 

“graduation” poem and diploma.  They are so excited to show off their extra strong 

reading muscles.  We love to see their amazing progress as readers!  

 

In our narrative writing unit, the students began by focusing on showing their story 

through the pictures.  Students worked on adding clear details to their pictures as well as 

adding speech bubbles to show dialogue.  They also worked on planning their stories by 

saying one sentence aloud, and writing it one word at a time.  They are focusing on using 

finger spaces, spelling word wall words correctly, using punctuation, and writing with neat 

handwriting.  They began to use checklists to check their work.  Their writing has truly 

improved!  They also worked this week to reread their stories to make sure they made 

sense. 

 

This week in Fundations, the children worked to hear and build the sounds in words. 

They were able to see this demonstrated on our Fundations board and then practice this 

skill on their magnetic boards.  We continued to review the letters and their sounds, put 

letters in alphabetical order and blend sounds to read words.   

 

Our new word wall words this week were: are and come.   The children are working 

to memorize and read these words.  During reading time, they should be able to read these 

words in a “snap”.  Please make sure you are practicing these at home.  Last week we also 

learned that they can be in disguise so we are also practicing looking for them with tricky 

endings (ex: go-going, play-plays, etc.).  During writing time, the children reference their 

personal word wall to write these words correctly. 

 

This was the last week in our math unit, Build A Block, Build A Wall.  The students 

continued to work with 3-D shapes.  This week they built them from Playdoh and cubes. 



They used smaller geoblocks to replicate larger geoblocks and matched geoblocks to the 

correct faces.  Thank you for your work at home with finding 3-D shapes! 

 

The 100th day is rapidly approaching!  Please make sure your child has 1) the 100th 

day vest 2) a collection of 100 items to share.  Thank you for your support with this! 

  

Have a wonderful weekend!  We will see you Friday the 16th! 

 

Thank you, 

The Kindergarten Team 

  

High Frequency Words we have learned thus far: 

am, a, an, and, at, are, can, come, go, have, I, is, it, like, no, on, play, so, see, 

the, to, up, we, went 

  

Updates and Reminders: 

-The 100th day is Wednesday, February 14!  Make sure your child has 1) 100th day vest 2) 

A collection of 100 items 

-If your child brings in Valentines please make sure they have one for each child in his/her 

class 

-Our Spotlight is Friday, February 16th! 

-School vacation week February 19-23 

-Don’t forget to look at the Highlands’ Website at 

http://danverspublicschools.org/highlands/ 
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