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January 19, 2018 

It was a great short week in kindergarten.  We enjoyed hearing all about the fun 

family activities you all did during the long weekend.  The children were so excited to 

share their news! 

We are nearing the end of our “How To” informational writing unit.  Next week the 

students will complete an on-demand and publish.  They have learned so much!  This week 

the children learned how to write and introduction and conclusion to help their readers. 

For example, if they were writing “How To Build Kai”, they could start off with an 

introduction that “Kai is a Lego Ninjago character.”.  Then, they would write the 

instructions how to build him.  The conclusion might say, “Now you can play with him!”. This 

would help introduce the readers to a topic they might not know about.  The students also 

worked on making their reading easy to read.  We focused on hearing lots of sounds in 

words, leaving spaces between words, making pictures that teach, using capitals at the 

beginning of a sentence, and using punctuation.  Please continue reinforcing these ideas at 

home when your child is writing. 

During Reader’s Workshop, we re-read some favorite alphabet books.  The children 

learned that when we were reading the ‘A’ page, to look for things that started with ‘A’. 

When reading the ‘B’ page, to look for things starting with ‘B’, etc.  They also practiced 

brainstorming more words that could go on each alphabet page.  The students also 

practiced using their sound and picture power when reading even longer words!  Their book 

baggie books are getting even harder and they need to really activate their powers to read 

all of the tricky words correctly.  They are working so hard and are doing an amazing job 

with this! 

This week we added the words is and on to our word wall. The children need to know 

these in a “snap” to help them read during reading workshop.  Please practice each week as 

we add new words.  This helps your child feel successful during independent reading time! 

  In math, the children continued to practice last week’s activities: Double Compare, 

One More, One Less, and Racing Bears.  We also continued to act out and model addition 

and subtraction story problems.  They are working so hard to learn how to read and write 

equations and to memorize that + means add and – means take away/subtract.  This is a 

tricky concept and we will continue to practice it.  They also learned a new activity, Build 

It/Change It.  In this partner game, one partner flips over a 1-10 card and puts that 

number of cubes on the ten frame.  The second partner flips over another card and 

changes the number of cubes on the ten frame to match the card they flipped over.  Each 

turn, the children discuss if they had to add more or take more away.  They are enjoying 

these challenging math activities! 

Have a great weekend! 

  Sincerely, 

  The Kindergarten Team 

 *Flip over for updates! 



High Frequency Words we have learned thus far: 

am, a, an, and, at, can, go, have, I, it, is, like, no, on, so, see, the, to, we, went 

  

Updates and Reminders: 

-Kindergarten is in the spotlight Friday, February 16th
 at 8:45 am in the gym. 

-Don’t forget to look at the Highlands’ Website at 

http://danverspublicschools.org/highlands/ 
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