
Kindergarten Chronicles 
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We had a wonderful week in Kindergarten! In Writer’s Workshop the 

children continued to write persuasive letters about problems that they have see 

around our world. Many students wrote letters about why it is important not to 

litter, why we should clean up trash at our beaches, etc. We are amazed at how far 

our Kindergarten writers have come since the very beginning of the school year! 

In Reader’s Workshop, the children continued to work on their 

comprehension skills. We read a Kindergarten favorite - Rainbowfish, and talked 

about the main and secondary characters, as well as the setting. Later in the week 

we read another Kindergarten favorite - The Very Hungry Caterpillar, and 

continued to work on identifying story elements, and retelling the story after we 

read it. Please encourage your child to work on retelling the stories that they read 

at home. If this is a difficult skill for your child, have them start off by simply 

thinking of the beginning, middle, and ending of the story.  

In Fundations, we started our final unit, which focuses on reviewing all the 

skills introduced this year. We also introduced a new concept - sentence dictation. 

For this activity, we said a sentence aloud, such as “Rob sat in the sun”, and asked 

the children to help us write it on the whiteboard. We talked about the importance 

of using a capital letter at the beginning of a sentence, and punctuation at the end 

of a sentence. We then discussed that we did not need to sound out every word in 

this sentence, because we already know how to write sight words, such as ‘in’ and 

‘the’. After writing this sentence together, we practiced scooping it into phrases, 

so that when we read it, it sounded fluent and smooth. Lastly, we introduced one 

new sight word this week - or.  
In math we continued with Unit 8, Ten Frames and Teen Numbers. The 

children loved learning two new games this week: “Race to the Sun” and “Fill the 

Treasure Chest”. When playing “Race to the Sun” the children used their “Fluency 

within Five” cards to solve addition and subtraction problems. The answer to each 

problem, represented the number of spaces that they could move their game piece 

on their game board. When playing, “Fill the Treasure Chest” the children also used 

their “Fluency within Five” cards to solve addition and subtraction problems. The 

answer to each problem, represented the number of “jewels” or buttons they could 

put on the ten frames on their treasure chest game board. Please continue to 

practice the “Fluency within Five” cards that we sent home with your child. If your 

child is having difficulty, model each problem using goldfish, crayons, or any item 

of your choice. Make sure you discuss what the words “addition” and “subtraction” 



mean with your child, and encourage them to make up story problems about the 

different equations. We also suggest starting off slowly, and work on having your 

child master fluency within two, then three, etc.  

As always, we wish for you a wonderful weekend with your family! And we 

also hope that you have a wonderful Mother’s Day for those celebrating the 

holiday! 

 

The Kindergarten Team 

 

High Frequency Words: 

am, a, an, and, at, as, are, can, come, do, for, go, he, here, his, has, have, I, in, is, it, 

little, like, look, no, on, or, play, she, so, see, said, the, this, they, to, up, we, was, 

went, you 

 

Updates and Reminders: 

● We will not have school on Monday, May 28th - Memorial Day. 

● Please feel free to send a water bottle into school for your child to keep in 

the classroom, as the weather continues to get warmer. 

● Don’t forget that the school calendar as well as other important information 

can be found on the school website: danverspublicschools.org/Highlands 
 


