
Kindergarten Chronicles 

May 3, 2019 

 

We had a great field trip to the Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary today!  The 

children were able to explore the wetlands, vernal pools, and fields of the sanctuary.  They 

learned about life cycles and characteristics of local amphibians through games and 

hands-on discoveries 

 

This week during writer’s workshop, the students continued their “All About” books. 

They practiced spelling fancy words.  They also worked on editing their work to have it 

make sense.  They read their work to a partner and used that child’s feedback to edit 

his/her writing.  Finally we discussed using details in pictures and words to make their 

work even better! 

 

In reader’s workshop we continued with our comprehension unit.  This week the 

students focused on identifying the setting in a story.  They looked at the time of day and 

season within the different settings.  We then combined the skills that they learned and 

practiced listing the main character, secondary characters, setting, and genre while 

reading various stories.  We are working on these skills to strengthen their retelling skills. 

This is something you can practice at home when you read aloud to your child at night! 

 

In science, Ms. Kline’s class started an experiment to see if seeds need water to 

grow.  Science partners put one cup with a clove of garlic in water and in the other cup 

with a clove of garlic, they did not add water.  We will continue to observe these over the 

next few weeks to see which ones will grow and if seeds need water.  Ms. Belanger's class 

spent time experimenting with their pinball machines, observing how they could make a 

pinball move a short distance or a long distance and how the force they used affected the 

distance the ball went. Mrs. Sissons class investigated the question why the sun warms the 

surface of the Earth? They used a lamp and rubber model to make a model of the Sun and 

Earth's surface. Mrs. Sisson's class spent time observing the model to think about 

whether light can make a surface warm.  

 

This week in math, the children focused on the teen numbers.  They were able to 

practice identifying and writing the teen numbers.  They learned that teen numbers are a 

group of ten and some ones.  This is always a tricky skill.  You can practice with them at 

home.  Ask your child how many tens is in 17, then ask how many ones are in 17.  You can 

continue with various teen numbers to help your child with this skill. 

 

In Fundations, the children continued making words with digraphs.  Digraphs are 

two letters that are stuck together to make one sound.  They learned wh-whistle-wh, 

ch-chin-ch, sh-ship-sh, th-thumb-th, and ck-sock-ck.  We made words with the digraphs 

such as mash, sock, chip, etc.  We worked on scooping sentences to practice fluency.  We 

also learned two new sight words this week: where and what. 



 

Enjoy this week together with your children! 

 

-The Kindergarten Team 

 

High Frequency Words: 

I, can, the, a, to, is, my, go, me, like, on, in, so, we, it, and, up, at, see, he, do, you, an, no, 

am, said, went, come, here, are, this, look, for, play, was, they, here, will, as, by, did, day, 

has, she, him, her, your, fun, of, have, where, what 

 

Updates and Reminders: 

● Don’t forget the school calendar as well as other important information can be 

found on the school website: danverspublicschools.org/Highlands. 

● Spring is such a fun time of year with sports starting and warm weather!  Please try 

to stick to a consistent bedtime for your child during these last months of school. 

 


