
Kindergarten Chronicles 

March 13, 2020 

 

Our kindergarteners had another fabulous week! In Reader’s Workshop we 

started a new non-fiction unit called, Growing Expertise in Little Books: Reading for 

Information. The children were so excited to fill their book bags with leveled 

non-fiction books about topics that they love! This past week, we focused on 

becoming “experts” on the topics of our books, and asking probing questions. We 

asked the children to pose questions about the topics in their books, and we 

challenged them to start each question with “I wonder...”.  

In Writer’s Workshop the children continued to write “How-To” books. Many 

children worked on setting goals for their writing. For example, some students set a 

goal of writing their story across three or more pages. Other students set a goal of 

adding more labels to their diagrams. This past week, the children also worked on 

learning how to use a mentor text such as, Alyssa Satin Capucilli’s My First Soccer 

Game, to study how other writers have written “How-To” books. The children learned 

that their book should have a title that tells what the books is about, pictures that 

teach, a list of things you may need, and important parts in bold. Please encourage 

your kindergartener to write at home - each day we are amazed to see the stories 

that they create. 

In Fundations, the children continued to work on segmenting sounds in words in 

order to write them and blending sounds together when reading words. They also 

learned that you use the letter c if the vowel is a, o, u (ex: cat, cot, cut) and a k when 

the vowel is i or e (ex: kid, Ken) We also learned two new sight words this week: as 

and by. 
In math we began a new unit, unit 7, How Many Noses? How Many Eyes?  We 

began this unit by playing Attribute Block Match Up and Button Match Up.  The 

students worked together in pairs, selected an attribute (ex: red, triangle, two holes) 

and matched up the blocks or buttons that matched that attribute.  The students 

also completed Pattern Block Grab.  In this activity, students grabbed a handful of 

pattern blocks, sorted them, recorded how many of each they grabbed, and wrote 

the total.  They did a great job remembering all of the steps!  At the end of the week 

we started to create Do You Like questionnaires. The students asked their 

classmates if they like something, collected the data and then analyzed the data and 

found out if more or less people liked/didn’t like it. They had a lot of fun doing this! 

As always, we hope that you have a wonderful weekend with your family!  

-The Kindergarten Team 

 

 

 

Flip over for important updates and reminders!        -------------------------------> 

 

 



Our word wall words so far are: a, all, am, and, at, an, be, can, come, do, go, 

he, I, is, in, like, my, me, no, on, so, see, said, the, to, up, went, you, here, 

are, this, look, for, play, will, have, as, by 

 

Updates and Reminders: 

● Auction: The Highlands Auction is tomorrow, Saturday, March 14th at The 

Breakaway @ 6:30! We hope that you enjoy a night out, while helping to raise 

money for our school!  

● Field Trip: Our field trip to the Ipswich River and Wildlife Sanctuary will be 

on Thursday, March 19th. Please send in your child’s field trip form as soon as 

possible!  

● Save the Date: Our Spring Open House will be Thursday, April 16th. K-2 (5:00 

- 5:45), and 3-5 (6:00 - 6:45).  

● Leprechaun Traps: Please bring in your child’s leprechaun trap by Monday, 

March 16th! It is a Highlands School tradition for Kindergarteners!  

● If you are dismissing a student or sending a student home from school a 

different way than usual, please make sure you email both your student’s 

teacher and Mrs. Halloran (denisehalloran@danvers.org) so that we can 

update all dismissal lists. 
● Don’t forget that the school calendar as well as other important information 

can be found on the school website: danverspublicschools.org/Highlands. 

 

 

Specialist Schedule for Next Week  

 

  Hatch  Nestle  Sisson 

Monday  Library  Art  Music 

Tuesday  Art  Music  Gym 

Wednesday  Music  Gym  Library 

Thursday  Gym  Library  Art 

Friday  Gym  Art  Music 
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