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It is with great pleasure that we present to you the 2022-2023 Holten-Richmond
Middle School Program of Studies. This program guide provides you with an
overview of the curriculum that we offer to our middle school students.  All
courses are designed to correlate with what middle school students should learn as
described in the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. Through the continual
study of our students and analysis of data, we make every effort to match the
delivery of the curriculum to how students learn best. We continually strive to
adjust the scope, sequence, and balance of our curriculum to prepare students for
future educational experiences and for years beyond as lifelong learners.

Holten-Richmond Middle School is committed to excellence in every phase of its
program. The teachers and staff wish for you to join us in a partnership to promote
student development and achievement. We enlist your support and active
participation in your child’s learning, both at home and in school. We encourage
frequent and open communication with you at all times. Please call us if you have
any questions, or if we can be of any assistance to you or your child. Best wishes
for much success in the coming school year.
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DANVERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
MISSION STATEMENT

The Danvers Public Schools is a dynamic community of independent learners dedicated to
respect, responsibility, creativity and the pursuit of academic and personal excellence.

HOLTEN-RICHMOND MIDDLE SCHOOL
VISION STATEMENT

Holten-Richmond Middle School is an inclusive community of learners that is respectful of
individual differences, in which all students are valued for their unique strengths, talents, and

challenges. A welcoming environment for students and families is evident and diversity is valued
and celebrated.

All students are fully engaged and invested in their learning. They demonstrate personal
responsibility and are achieving their maximum capability. They are skilled communicators and

problem-solvers who engage in collaborative inquiry, make effective use of technology and apply
their learning in authentic, real-life situations. Students will leave the middle school feeling
confident and well prepared to continue their learning in a wide array of high school options

available to them. They go on to become productive, responsible, caring citizens of the global
community and achieve their definition of success.
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GUIDANCE COUNSELORS & PUPIL SERVICES
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4
Program Guide 2022-2023



I. HOLTEN-RICHMOND MIDDLE SCHOOL LEARNING GOALS

Holten Richmond Middle School has aligned its 2022-2023 Program of Studies to the Danvers
Public Schools Strategic Plan 2018-2023. The DPS Strategic Plan is based on three main
strategic initiatives:

● Coherent Curriculum and Instruction
● Safe and Supportive Learning Environments
● Engaged Students

The HRMS 2022-2023 Program of Studies supports attainment of these strategic initiatives with
its emphasis on academic outcomes and SEL competencies.

A. Academic Outcomes
a. Mastery of Priority Curricular Standards- Each content area and course has

developed a carefully selected subset of the total list of the grade and
course-specific content standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum
Frameworks. These “priority standards” represent what students must know and
be able to do by the end of each school year in order to be prepared to enter the
next grade level or course. Teachers use formative assessment to identify students
who have not yet mastered the priority standards and provide additional support
for those students.

B. Social-Emotional Competencies1

a. Self-Awareness: The abilities to understand one’s own emotions, thoughts, and
values and how they influence behavior across contexts. This includes capacities
to recognize one’s strengths and limitations with a well-grounded sense of
confidence and purpose.

b. Social Awareness: The abilities to manage one’s emotions, thoughts, and
behaviors effectively in different situations and to achieve goals and aspirations.
This includes the capacities to delay gratification, manage stress, and feel
motivation and agency to accomplish personal and collective goals.

c. Responsible Decision-Making: The abilities to make caring and constructive
choices about personal behavior and social interactions across diverse situations.
This includes the capacities to consider ethical standards and safety concerns, and
to evaluate the benefits and consequences of various actions for personal, social,
and collective well-being.

d. Self-Management: The abilities to establish and maintain healthy and supportive
relationships and to effectively navigate settings with diverse individuals and
groups. This includes the capacities to communicate clearly, listen actively,
cooperate, work collaboratively to problem solve and negotiate conflict
constructively, navigate settings with differing social and cultural demands and
opportunities, provide leadership, and seek or offer help when needed.

1 From the Collaborative for Academic and Emotional Learning (CASEL) December 2020
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e. Relationship Skills: The abilities to understand the perspectives of and empathize
with others, including those from diverse backgrounds, cultures, and contexts.
This includes the capacities to feel compassion for others, understand broader
historical and social norms for behavior in different settings, and recognize family,
school, and community resources and supports.

II. HOLTEN-RICHMOND MIDDLE SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY:
UNDERSTANDING THE ADOLESCENT2

Uniqueness and diversity highlight the nature of the early adolescent. As educators and parents,
we must focus on those characteristics of the early adolescent, which make it necessary to create
special settings to best accommodate learning. Early adolescence is a time when young people
experience more growth and development than during any other developmental stage except that
of infancy. Holten-Richmond Middle School is committed to academic excellence and to being
responsive to the developmental needs of all young adolescents.

Early adolescents are, by and large, very different in terms of physical, emotional, social,
personal and intellectual development needs. They develop in these areas at very different rates.
Our middle-grade students are self-centered and self-absorbed, needing recognition, approval,
and independence from adults all at the same time. They seek their own identity and crave
approval from their peers, frequently at the expense of approval from parents and teachers.

Early adolescence is a period of both enormous opportunity and enormous risk. During this
period of discovery, our young people develop a greater capacity for complex thinking. They are
more able to be out in the world and to participate in a wider range of activities.  Although they
may quickly acquire the skills to make important decisions affecting themselves, their lack of
experience leaves them susceptible to greater risks.

There is now overwhelming evidence to support the notion that students’ needs are best met
when schools work together with families to support learning. Working together, we can help our
students take advantage of their increased maturity to develop the attitudes and skills that will
enable our students to lead healthy, productive lives and succeed in the 21st century. We strongly
encourage parents’ participation in the life of our school and in their children’s schoolwork.

III. ORGANIZATION OF THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

The organization of the middle school is such that a smooth transition may be made from the
self-contained classroom of the elementary school to the departmentalized high school.
Provisions are made to meet the unique social, academic and personal needs of children as they

2 Jackson, Anthony and Gayle Davis. Turning Points 2000 - Educating Adolescents in the 21st Century. Carnegie
Corporation of New York. 2000.
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emerge from childhood into adolescence. Flexibility in the utilization of time and in the grouping
of students and teachers is provided to allow for balanced instruction.

INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM ORGANIZATION
1. Groups of teachers at each grade level work together with the same group of students to

ensure coordination and consistency. The students and teachers have their own team area.
Each is able to know the other in a positive way to foster improved learning. Teachers are
able to work together to plan for the total day’s program. Teams are organized with four
teachers delivering content information in English, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies.
In addition, Reading, Special Needs, and World Language teachers work with students on
each of the teams and collaborate regularly with the interdisciplinary team teachers.

2. TEACHER GROUPING
a) Teachers are organized into interdisciplinary teams to provide instruction in the core

subjects of Language Arts, Science, Mathematics and Social Studies. The team serves
a common group of students.

b) The team controls a block of instructional time.
c) The members of the team are assigned classrooms in close proximity to one another.
d) The members of the team have common planning periods.
e) A member(s) of the team is designated as the team leader(s).

3. STUDENT GROUPING
a) Students are organized by grade levels.
b) Each grade level is divided into teams as is compatible with the interdisciplinary

instructional team.
c) Provision is made for instruction for different development levels, skill levels, and

interest areas, utilizing cooperative learning where appropriate.

4. TIME
a) A block of time is assigned to the interdisciplinary team for academic instruction.
b) A block of time is provided for exploratory subjects and physical education activities.
c) A block of time called R.I.S.E. occurs each day for 25 minutes to allow for

reteaching, reviewing, silent reading and/or extension of concepts and learning.

VI. GRADE 6 CURRICULUM

LANGUAGE ARTS - The grade six English language arts program is designed to help students continue
their development as readers, writers, speakers, listeners, and thinkers. Students develop their ability to
critically read and interpret literature and, through the use of the writing process, their ability to write
clearly and coherently.  The cornerstone of the grade six program is the reader’s and writer’s workshop
model, using the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project Units of Study in Reading and Writing.
This model utilizes just-in-time skill development and guided practice to help students develop
independence and skill as readers and writers. Within this model students practice the three forms of
writing outlined in the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy
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(narrative, information, and argument/opinion). Grammar, usage, mechanics, vocabulary, and spelling are
developed through both direct instruction and students’ writing. In addition, study and research skills are
developed as tools for learning.

MATHEMATICS - The grade six mathematics curriculum utilizes Course 1 of the Carnegie Learning
Middle School Math Solution and focuses on five critical areas: (1) examining the relationships between
numbers and shapes, (2) reasoning with quantities in multiplicative relationships, (3) developing strategies
for creating equivalent algebraic expressions, (4) representing, making sense of, and ordering negative
numbers, and (5) encountering statistical thinking, the study of data, and the statistical problem-solving
process. Students engage in these topics through whole class and small group instruction, individual
practice, and personalized skills development through Carnegie Learning’s online mathematics program,
MATHia.

EXPLORING MATHEMATICS - Exploring Mathematics is a one trimester course intended to
supplement grade level instruction in mathematics to address students’ unfinished learning from previous
mathematics courses. The Exploring Mathematics curriculum focuses on the most critical prerequisite
skills for grade six mathematics. Students are recommended for this course based upon their MCAS test
score history, class performance,  and feedback from teachers and families. Students develop their
understanding of key concepts and skills with whole numbers and fractions. Students also connect
numerical learning to the Standards for Mathematical Content. The course is built on elements of effective
intervention: (1) targeting content by rebuilding the critical foundations for pre-algebra by focusing on
fluency with whole numbers and fluency with fractions, and then moving from these basic concepts to
more complex operational work; (2) using research-based instructional practices for struggling students
by way of scaffolds, explicit instruction, multiple strategies, gradual release routines, student interaction,
meaningful practice, assessment and differentiation, and vocabulary and language.

READING LAB - The grade six reading program uses the Strategic Adolescent Reading Intervention
program (STARI) as a means to improve the reading skills of students reading below their grade level.
STARI is a literature-based program that aims to improve students’ fluency, decoding, reading stamina,
and basic comprehension. Students develop their skills through daily mini-lessons providing direct
instruction of reading skills and strategies, reading high-interest fiction and non-fiction texts, and
engaging in frequent class discussions.
SCIENCE – The science curriculum in grade six uses the Investigating and Questioning our World
Through Science and Technology program (IQWST). IQWST is aligned with the Next Generation
Science Standards and takes an integrated approach to science. Within the sixth grade year, students study
physical science (Unit: Can I Believe My Eyes?), earth science (Unit: How Does Water Shape Our
World?), life science (Unit: Where Have All the Creatures Gone?), and chemistry (Unit: How Can I Smell
Things from a Distance?) to build their conceptual understanding of scientific principles while developing
students’ skills in using scientific practices.

SOCIAL STUDIES - The grade six social studies program blends together the disciplines of history and
geography. Geography skills are taught to help students acquire meaningful knowledge about their world.
The course includes the study of complex societies past and present, including human origins, the
Neolithic and Paleolithic Eras, the Middle East and North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Central
America, the Caribbean, and South America.
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ACADEMIC STUDY SKILLS - This course offers students additional support around developing
effective study skills. Using the grade-level curriculum and its assignments, students will strengthen time
management skills, test preparation strategies, and organizational systems.

FRENCH – This is a novice level course designed to develop a student’s proficiency in listening to and
speaking French.  Students will be introduced to pronunciation skills and will be able to communicate
using common expressions of students of the same age in French.

SPANISH – This is a novice level course designed to develop a student’s proficiency in listening to and
speaking Spanish.  Students will be introduced to pronunciation skills and will be able to communicate
using common expressions of students of the same age in Spanish.

VII. GRADE 7 CURRICULUM

LANGUAGE ARTS – The grade seven language arts program is designed to help students continue their
development as readers, writers, speakers, listeners, and thinkers. Students develop an appreciation of
literature through extensive close reading of fiction, nonfiction, and verse. Students develop their ability to
critically read and interpret literature and, through the use of the writing process, their ability to write
clearly and coherently.  The grade seven program features the reader’s and writer’s workshop model,
using the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project Units of Study in Reading and Writing. This
model utilizes just-in-time skill development and guided practice to help students develop independence
and skill as readers and writers. Within this model students practice the three forms of writing outlined in
the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy (narrative,
information, and argument/opinion). Grammar, usage, mechanics, vocabulary, and spelling are developed
through both direct instruction and students’ writing. In addition, study and research skills are developed
as tools for learning.

MATHEMATICS – The grade seven mathematics curriculum utilizes Course 2 of the Carnegie Learning
Middle School Math Solution and focuses on five critical areas: (1) thinking proportionally, (2) using
models to develop an understanding of operating with signed numbers before developing and applying
rules, (3) employing knowledge of rational numbers to rewrite algebraic expressions, (4) learning the
basics of probability and using experimental and theoretical probability to make predictions, and (5)
formalizing knowledge of angles and triangles and make geometric constructions. Students engage in
these topics through whole class and small group instruction, individual practice, and personalized skills
development through Carnegie Learning’s online mathematics program, MATHia.

EXPLORING MATHEMATICS - Exploring Mathematics is a one trimester course intended to
supplement grade level instruction in mathematics to address students’ unfinished learning from previous
mathematics courses. The Exploring Mathematics curriculum focuses on the most critical prerequisite
skills for grade seven mathematics. Students are recommended for this course based upon their MCAS
test score history, class performance,  and feedback from teachers and families. Students develop their
understanding of key concepts and skills with whole numbers and fractions. Students also connect
numerical learning to the Standards for Mathematical Content. The course is built on elements of effective
intervention: (1) targeting content by rebuilding the critical foundations for algebra by focusing on fluency
with whole numbers and fluency with fractions, and then moving from these basic concepts to more
complex operational work; (2) using research-based instructional practices for struggling students by way
of scaffolds, explicit instruction, multiple strategies, gradual release routines, student interaction,

9
Program Guide 2022-2023



meaningful practice, assessment and differentiation, and vocabulary and language.

SCIENCE – The science curriculum in grade seven uses the Investigating and Questioning our World
Through Science and Technology program (IQWST). IQWST is aligned with the Next Generation
Science Standards and takes an integrated approach to science. Within the seventh grade year, students
study physical science (Unit: Why Do Some Things Stop While Others Keep Going?), earth science
(Unit: What Makes the Weather Change?), life science (Unit: What’s Going On Inside of Me?), and
chemistry (Unit: How Can I Make New Stuff From Old Stuff?) to build their conceptual understanding of
scientific principles while developing students’ skill in using scientific practices.

SOCIAL STUDIES – The grade seven social studies program blends together the disciplines of history
and geography. Geography skills are taught to help students acquire meaningful knowledge about their
world. The course includes the study of complex societies past and present by examining the physical and
political geography and ancient societies of South and East Asia, Oceania, and Europe and concludes with
a study of government in Greece and Rome, which serves as a prelude to the study of civics in grade 8.

FRENCH – This course is equivalent to the first half of French 1.  The main goals are for the student to
become acquainted with French and Francophone cultures and to continue development of the four
essential language skills–listening, speaking, reading and writing.

READING LAB – The grade seven reading program uses the Strategic Adolescent Reading Intervention
program (STARI) as a way to improve the reading skills of students reading below their grade level.
STARI is a literature-based program that aims to improve students’ fluency, decoding, reading stamina,
and basic comprehension. Students develop their skills through daily mini-lessons providing direct
instruction of reading skills and strategies, reading high-interest fiction and non-fiction texts, and
engaging in frequent class discussions.

SPANISH – This course is equivalent to the first half of high school Spanish 1.  The main goals are for
the student to become acquainted with Spanish and Hispanic cultures and to continue the development of
the four essential language skills – listening, speaking, reading and writing.

ACADEMIC STUDY SKILLS - This course offers students additional support around developing
effective study skills. Using the grade-level curriculum and its assignments students will strengthen time
management skills, test preparation strategies, and organizational systems.

VIII. GRADE 8 CURRICULUM

LANGUAGE ARTS - The grade eight language arts program is designed to help students continue their
development as readers, writers, speakers, listeners, and thinkers. In reading, the appreciation of literature
through extensive reading and discussion expands. Reading instruction features a blend of whole-class
novel analysis and smaller book groups that follow a reader’s workshop model. Students develop their
ability to critically read and interpret literature and, through the use of the writing process, their ability to
write clearly and coherently. The grade eight program develops students as independent, thoughtful
writers through the writer’s workshop model, using the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project

10
Program Guide 2022-2023



Units of Study in Writing. The process of research, grammar, word, and organizational skills are
developed through both direct instruction and within the process of composing. Within this model
students will practice the three forms of writing outlined in the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for
English Language Arts and Literacy (narrative, information, and argument/opinion).

MATHEMATICS
Fundamentals of Algebra – The grade eight Fundamentals of Mathematics curriculum utilizes Course 3
of the Carnegie Learning Middle School Math Solution and focuses on five critical areas: (1) investigating
transformations of geometric objects, (2) connecting students’ prior knowledge of proportional
relationships with linear equations and transformations, (3) defining, identifying, and comparing functions
using multiple representations, (4) learning about irrational numbers and estimating square and cube
roots, and (5) developing and applying the Properties of Powers to rewrite expressions. Students engage in
these topics through whole class and small group instruction, individual practice, and personalized skills
development through Carnegie Learning’s online mathematics program, MATHia.

Algebra I – The grade eight Algebra I curriculum focuses on four critical areas: (1) deepen and extend
understanding of linear and exponential relationships; (2) contrast linear and exponential relationships
with each other and engage in methods for analyzing, solving, and using quadratic functions; (3) extend
the laws of exponents to square and cube roots; and (4) apply linear models to data that exhibit a linear
trend. The processes that students use to learn these concepts are called the “Standards for Mathematical
Practice'' which encompass:  (1) making sense of problems and persevering in solving them, (2) reasoning
abstractly and quantitatively, (3) constructing viable arguments and critiquing the reasoning of others, (4)
modeling with mathematics, (5) using appropriate tools strategically, (6) attending to precision, (7)
looking for and making use of structure, and (8) looking for and expressing regularity in repeated
reasoning.

READING LAB - The grade eight reading program uses the Strategic Adolescent Reading Intervention
program (STARI) as a way to improve reading skills of students reading below their grade level. STARI is
a literature-based program that aims to improve students’ fluency, decoding, reading stamina, and basic
comprehension. Students develop their skills through daily mini-lessons providing direct instruction of
reading skills and strategies, reading high-interest fiction and non-fiction texts, and engaging in frequent
class discussions.
SCIENCE – The science curriculum in grade eight uses the Investigating and Questioning our World
Through Science and Technology program (IQWST). IQWST is aligned with the Next Generation
Science Standards and takes an integrated approach to science. Within the eighth grade year, students
study physical science (Unit: How Will It Move? ), earth science (Unit: How Is the Earth Changing?), life
science (Unit: Why Do Organisms Look The Way They Do?), and chemistry (Unit: How Does Food
Provide My Body with Energy?) to build their conceptual understanding of scientific principles while
developing students’ skill in using scientific practices.

SOCIAL STUDIES - This course provides students with the foundations needed to participate as active
citizens in a democratic society. Students will study the roots and foundations of U.S. democracy, how
and why it has developed over time and the role of individuals in maintaining a healthy democracy. Topics
studied in this course include The philosophical foundations of the United States political system, the
development of the United States government, the institutions of the United States government, the rights
and responsibilities of citizens, the Constitution, Amendments, and Supreme Court decisions, the
structure of Massachusetts state and local government, and freedom of the press and news/media literacy.
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The course culminates with a civic action project in which students identify and propose a solution for a
problem or need within their community.

FRENCH - Eighth grade French is equivalent to the second half of French 1.  The four basic skills –
listening, speaking, reading and writing, as well as cultural awareness, continue to be developed.  Since
the main goal is communication in French, the emphasis is placed on listening and speaking.  The study
of French culture is further expanded to promote the understanding and appreciation of French-speaking
countries and people.

SPANISH – Eighth grade Spanish is equivalent to the second half Spanish 1.  The four basic skills –
listening, speaking, reading and writing, as well as cultural awareness, continue to be developed.  Since
the main goal is communication in Spanish, the emphasis is placed on listening and speaking.  The study
of Hispanic cultures is further expanded to promote the understanding and appreciation of Hispanic
countries and people.

ACADEMIC STUDY SKILLS – This course offers students additional support around developing
effective study skills. Using the grade-level curriculum and its assignments students will strengthen time
management skills, test preparation strategies, and organizational systems.

IX. EXPLORATORY PROGRAM
Exploratory studies are an important phase of the Middle School program.  Students experience new and
exciting opportunities through problem solving activities, skill development and project-based learning.
Exploratory courses meet every other day for a trimester or all year.

ART
General Art Grades 6-8 Trimester
Drawing and Painting Grade 6 Trimester
Sculpture Grades 7 & 8 Trimester
Visual Arts Workshop Grades 7-8 All Year

COMPUTER EDUCATION
Computer Education Trimester
Media Production Trimester

HEALTH
Grades 6, 7, 8 1 Trimester

MUSIC
Choral All Year
Instrumental All Year
Music Trimester

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Grades 6-8 All Year

PUBLIC SPEAKING/DRAMA
Introduction to Drama Grade 6 Trimester
Theatre Arts Grade 7 Trimester
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Public Speaking & Communication Grade 8 Trimester

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION
Introduction to Robotics Grade 6 Trimester
STEM I Grade 6 Trimester
STEM II Grade 7 Trimester
STEM III Grade 7 Trimester
STEM IV Grade 8 Trimester
STEM V Grade 8 Trimester

EXPLORATORY COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ART
General Art: Grades 6-8 One trimester, class meets every other day
All students will receive instruction in general art during their Middle School experience.  A number of
art concepts will be presented over the three-year period and skills will be developed gradually in a
sequential fashion.  Personal expression through a wide variety of art forms is featured.
In addition to one-semester general art, courses are offered in the following mediums for one semester:
Drawing/Painting: Grade 6
This course provides students with the opportunity to explore in-depth the process artists take in creating a
two-dimensional piece of art.  Students will experience a variety of wet and dry media including graphite,
charcoal, pastels, watercolors and acrylic paints.  There is an art history component reflective of the
projects that promote critical thinking and leads to lively discussion.  Themes include patterns, mythology,
still life and landscapes.
Sculpture: Grades 7&8
Sculpture offers students the opportunity to focus on creating three-dimensional artworks. Students rotate
through (3) stations including wood carving, ceramics, and paper-mâché’. Projects are geared towards
learning new techniques in relief sculpture, using the pottery wheel, and large-scale paper-mâché group
projects. Themes include functional art, animals and landscapes.
Visual Arts Workshop : Grades 7-8
Some students participate in an all year art program that allows a more in-depth exploration of all aspects
of art. Students are placed in this program on an annual basis starting in grade 7. The teacher assignment
will vary on a year to year basis.   This program is meant for students who have a keener interest in art and
have a desire to more fully explore their talents in art. Students can expect to use everything from colored
pencils to ceramics to printmaking as part of their journey in this course.  Art history references are used
for class discussion and class critiques provide opportunities for young artists to reflect on their own work
and the work of their peers.

COMPUTER EDUCATION

Computer Education: Grade 6
This trimester long class focuses on Google applications, Apple applications, and the Internet.
Included in the Trimester Course:
Students study proper keyboarding technique and ergonomics.
Internet skills such as searching the Internet, evaluating web sites and citing sources are incorporated into
the curriculum.  Students also use computers to create electronic portfolios.
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Google Docs - Students learn the necessary skills to create, save and print word processing documents.
They will also become familiar with spell check, copy/paste, graphics, and other more advanced features.
Google Sheets – Students will learn to use Sheets to create and manipulate spreadsheets, explore basic
formulas and create charts.
Google Slides - Students will learn to master Slides to develop slideshows, presentations and reports.

Computer Education: Grades 7-8
In the Project Lead the Way Computer Science for Innovators and Makers curriculum, students learn
about programming for the physical world by blending hardware design and software development,
allowing students to discover computer science concepts and skills by creating personally relevant,
tangible, and shareable projects.

Media Production: Grades 6-8
Students in Media Production class use a variety of software applications and Internet resources to create
print, digital and video projects. Students also learn applications including PIXLR and WeVideo.

HEALTH EDUCATION
The Holten-Richmond Middle School curriculum is grounded in the National Health Education Standards
and emphasizes developing students’ skills that contribute to a healthy lifestyle.

Grade 6
Students will participate in one trimester (30 lessons) of health education designed to address the
following skills and issues:

● Self Management & Nutrition
● Interpersonal Communication & Anti-Bullying
● Advocacy & Puberty/Hygiene

Grade 7
Students will participate in two trimesters (60 lessons) of health education designed to address the
following skills and issues:

● Analyzing Influences & Relationships
● Interpersonal Communication & Alcohol/Marijuana
● Decision Making & Vaping/Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems
● Self Management & Stress Management

Grade 8
Students will participate in two trimesters (60 lessons) of health education designed to address the
following skills and issues:

● Goal Setting & Wellness
● Self Management & Sun Safety
● Accessing Information & Nutrition
● Analyzing Influences & Human Sexuality
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MUSIC EDUCATION
Music education includes both performance based courses and introductory courses in the areas of
percussion and ukulele.  Performance opportunities exist for students who elect Band and Chorus. Music
Education is a hands-on experience that focuses on the basic elements of music including concepts related
to percussion instruments and/or basic skills in playing ukulele. In addition, students in Grades 7 and 8
may audition for Jazz Band. Students will also participate and compete in choral festivals outside the
school. Students must be members in good standing of the eighth-grade choral program.

Grade 6 Band & Chorus All year; class meets every other day
Grade 7 Band & Chorus All year; class meets every other day

Jazz Band All year; class meets every other day
Grade 8 Band & Chorus All year; class meets every other day

Jazz Band All year; class meets every other day
Grades 6-8 Music Education One trimester, class meets every other day

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
The Physical Education program at Holten-Richmond Middle School focuses on skill development and
exposure to a range of activities. Students participate in a variety of modified games, individual sports,
team sports, dance and fitness activities, as well as team-building and problem-solving initiatives through
our adventure program.
All students participate in a progressive, sequential and developmentally appropriate curriculum
consisting of two-week units of instruction. The overarching goal is for all students to acquire knowledge,
skills, and confidence so that they may participate in a lifetime of physical activity in order to lead a
healthy and productive lifestyle. Students are evaluated based on the standards set forth by the National
Association for Sports and Physical Education.

PUBLIC SPEAKING/DRAMA
Introduction to Drama: Grade 6
Introduction to Drama is designed to introduce students to drama skills and styles. Students participate in
various drama activities including: pantomime, improvisation, acting, voice & focus work, and
performance. Through these activities, students develop drama and speaking skills, learn how to
self-assess their work, and also build their self-confidence. Students also develop a deeper appreciation of
the theater arts.

Theatre Arts: Grade 7
In Theater Arts students are introduced to many of the jobs involved in theater.  Students will learn more
about acting, but will also explore set design, script writing, costuming, directing, etc. Individual
creativity and teamwork are emphasized in various projects and performances. Students will leave with a
strong knowledge and appreciation of theater arts.

Public Speaking & Communication: Grade 8
In Public Speaking & Communications students participate in activities preparing them to speak and
communicate effectively throughout their life. Through regular practice of vocal skills and opportunities
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to speak, students gain skills and confidence in presentation. Students will also learn how to be effective
listeners, answer questions in detail, and conduct themselves strongly in an interview.

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

Robotics: Grade 6
Robotics is the science and technology of robots and their design, manufacture and application of AI
(Artificial Intelligence). This one-trimester course explores Robotics as it incorporates science,
mathematics, technology and engineering, problem solving, critical thinking, creativity and team building
skills. The course uses hardware, software and mechanical tools to explore the theory, practicality and
application of mobile robotic systems. Students participate in teams to program their robot to "think" so it
can develop a plan to perform a job.

STEM I: Grade 6
In STEM I, students learn the Technology/Engineering Standards of the Massachusetts Science and
Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework through a variety of engineering design projects.
Students learn to use the eight steps of the Engineering Design Process to design, implement, and evaluate
their projects. Projects and design challenges will give students the opportunity to analyze and compare
properties of metals, plastics, wood, and ceramics, allowing them to select appropriate materials based on
specific properties needed in the construction of a solution. Computer-assisted design (CAD) is integrated
into STEM I by teaching students the basic functions of CAD software in order to complete engineering
drawings as part of their project design process.

STEM II and III: Grade 7
In STEM II and III, students learn the Technology/Engineering Standards of the Massachusetts Science
and Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework to solve increasingly complex problems. Students
will evaluate competing solutions to a given design problem using a decision matrix to determine how
well each meets the criteria and constraints of the problem. They will also construct a prototype of a
solution to a given design problem. Projects will allow students to explore systems of communication and
transportation. Students continue to develop their skills in using computer-assisted design (CAD) in order
to complete engineering drawings as part of their project design process.

STEM IV and V: Grade 8
In STEM IV and V, students engage in projects that allow students to explore how a product can be
created using basic processes in manufacturing systems, including forming, separating, conditioning,
assembling, finishing, quality control, and safety. Students continue to develop their skills in using
computer-assisted design (CAD) in order to complete engineering drawings as part of their project design
process.

X. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

D.A.R.E. CURRICULUM
The School Safety Officer conducts a 10-week program entitled “Drug Abuse Resistance Education
(D.A.R.E) for our sixth-grade students. The Danvers Drug Abuse Resistance Education – D.A.R.E. is a
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prevention program that teaches students positive ways to say no to drugs and violence. It is a partnership
between the Danvers Police Department, business & community leaders, parents and teachers who work
together to help children deal with the pressures and influences that promote drug abuse and violence.
The D.A.R.E. curriculum focuses on teaching life skills such as dealing with peer pressure, bullying,
managing stress, developing problem-solving skills and building self-esteem.

GRADE REPORTING
Students receive letter grades in the Middle School, along with comments regarding performance and
effort. Grades are issued three times a year via a report card. Student progress can be monitored regularly
by accessing the PowerSchool parent portal.

The honor roll is calculated on the basis of performance and conduct in all subjects.  Students are
recognized in each trimester for their academic achievements.
High Honors A- or better in all subjects
Honors B- or better in all subjects

GUIDANCE SERVICES
The Guidance Department at Holten-Richmond Middle School consists of three guidance counselors and
two social workers. One guidance counselor is assigned to each grade and will follow that class through
its tenure in the Middle School. Students may participate in activities related to adolescent,
social-emotional or educational concerns individually or in small or large groups.

Classroom instruction is provided through a developmental guidance curriculum. Sixth grade students
participate in a series of meetings devoted to transition and adjustment to middle school. Topics for
seventh graders include assessing academic performance, social adjustment, early college awareness and
high school choices. Career awareness, high school transition and course selections are part of the
eighth-grade curriculum. The Guidance Counselor should be contacted if there is a concern about your
child’s program or performance. The Social Worker sees students who are referred by Teams or parents
that present with social-emotional difficulties that affect their educational progress.

HOMEWORK
Students in the middle grades can expect homework almost every day. Students can expect twenty to
thirty minutes of homework per subject each night when homework is assigned. Homework is
assigned to reinforce the concepts taught during the day. Projects and short-term assignments are also
given frequently at this level. Reinforcement of class-work is the key to understanding and growth.
Completing homework is essential for success in the middle grades. Parents are encouraged to
continuously monitor their child’s schoolwork on PowerSchool, encourage their child to meet with
teachers if needed and then contact teacher(s) if concerns continue to arise.

LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER
The Dr. Betty G. Allen Library at Holten-Richmond is designed to help our students on the road to
becoming successful 21st century learners. Traditional library information literacy standards are now
embedded into Massachusetts Framework Standards for Literacy across multiple content areas, as well as
included in the Framework for Digital Literacy and Computer Science, so we have a unique and valuable
role to play in the school. As such, we continue to develop our collection to provide print and online
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fiction and nonfiction content-area materials. At the same time, we continue to refine our teaching of the
Independent Investigation Method (IIM) of research with the goal of moving students toward College and
Career Readiness. In terms of research, the library staff collaborates with classroom teachers to help
students locate, access, evaluate, and use information in all forms in order to answer questions, analyze
and synthesize information, and create final products.

We have modeled the library as a “learning commons” rather than a traditional library space. A learning
commons is a flexible space that allows teaching, learning, and collaboration among members of the
school community to occur in an authentic, 21st-century learning environment. An integral component of
the Dr. Betty G. Allen Library is the Hawks Creation Station, our school maker space. The Hawks
Creation Station includes flexible seating options, multiple digital and projected displays, an extensive
collection of tools and materials for hands-on projects, computer coding and robotics, and a class set of
virtual reality viewers. Classroom teachers and the school librarian collaborate to develop projects and
lessons that utilize the resource Hawks Creation Station to support and enhance the existing curriculum.

R.I.S.E BLOCK
Each day for 25 minutes there is a block called R.I.S.E., which stands for
➢ Re-teach and Review
➢ Intervention
➢ Silent Reading
➢ Extension

This block of time allows students and faculty to make decisions about what is most helpful and needed.
Teachers may choose to extend the instructional time for their class or to have students engage in silent
reading. Students in conjunction with teachers may choose to use this time to review for upcoming
assessments or engage in academic intervention work for a specific subject. Teams and grade levels may
choose to reorganize students based on academic needs and assign them to specific teachers.

SECTION 504
Children identified as being disabled will be guaranteed reasonable accommodations to promote
educational growth in the regular classroom environment. Holten-Richmond Middle School has a system
of referral, evaluation, and accommodation meeting the section 504 guidelines. The district 504
Coordinator is Jill Porter at the Office of Student Services located in Danvers High School. The phone
number is (978) 774-6112.

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
A range of services is available to students identified through a Special Education Evaluation as having a
handicapping condition that impacts their ability to progress in the regular curriculum. Services may
include instruction in substantially separate classes in any or all of the major curriculum areas - learning
strategies, speech/language therapy or counseling. A goal of special education is to maintain students to
the maximum extent possible in regular education classrooms. To achieve this, a special education teacher
may be assigned to co-teach in the regular classroom. The details of the regular/special education program
are represented in the student’s IEP (Individualized Educational Program). All services and evaluations
are in accordance with state and federal law for the Education of the Handicapped.

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT/EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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All students are strongly encouraged to take part in as many activities as possible. These programs are
vital to the personal growth of students and allow continued exploration of interests. Club and activity
information is shared via daily announcements and the cafeteria video panels. Please visit the HRMS
website for descriptions and contact information for our clubs and activities.  Holten-Richmond Middle
School may offer the following activities:

HRMS Junior National Honor Society Hawks In Harmony (a capella singing group)
Helping HAWKS Community Service Club Ski Club
Cross Country Student Council
D.A.R.E. Basketball, Bowling, Floor Hockey Track and Field
HRMS School Store Yearbook
Engineering Club Youth Leadership Organization
Field Hockey Library Book Clubs (Hawk’s Eye)
Hawks News Team HRMS Theatre Organization
HRMS Green Team (Environmental Club) History Club
Manga Club LGBTQ+ Alliance

Title IX and Chapter 622
It is the policy of the Danvers Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of sex, sexual orientation,
pregnancy, race, religion, color, and national origin in its educational programs and activities as required
by Title IX of the 1972 Education Amendments and Chapter 622 of the Acts of 1971. Questions regarding
their civil rights can be directed to Mr. Keith Taverna, Civil Rights Coordinator.
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