
Welcome to the Holten Team!

Dear Holten Team Member,

Welcome to a new school year!  We hope that you
are having an enjoyable summer.  We look forward
to your arrival at the middle school for an exciting
and successful year.  We are going to do so many
fun things, and we will certainly grow as learners and
individuals.

In order to help you transition to sixth grade, we
have provided a list of items that will be required for
your academic classes. Please have these items by
the first day of school. During the first week, the
teachers will help you organize your materials to help you get off to a great start.

Students are required to read three books over the summer.  They are
able to choose any three books of interest.  For each book read,

students should fill out a Google Form with some brief questions about
the book.   This form can be found on the link summer reading.

Also, it is our team’s policy that all students carry a reading book with
them at all times. The first genre choice for your English independent
reading book will be realistic fiction.  Please select a book you will

enjoy reading and bring it to school with you on the first day.

We hope you enjoy the remainder of your summer vacation.
We are incredibly excited to meet you and begin our year of growth together!

Sincerely,

The Holten Team Teachers

Mr. Belyea Mr. Fosberry
Science Social Studies
michaelbelyea@danvers.org johnfosberry@danvers.org

Ms. Wait Ms. Castellanos
Math English Language Arts
rebeccawait@danvers.org

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GWCewiNxcYWJC2C9-VwwQQAfSfkdwOdNMp55M0LKheA/edit#heading=h.lyla1t35lwo


Teachers’ Bios
John Fosberry - Ancient History
Hello! I grew up right down the road in Gloucester and now live with my wife Megan
and my 15-month-old son Theo in Danvers! I feel lucky to work and live in such an
amazing town with wonderful families living in it. This is my seventh year teaching
Ancient History here in Danvers. I lived for one year in Spain where I worked as an
English Language Assistant. In my time there, I was lucky enough to travel throughout
Spain as well as visit Poland, Slovakia, Italy, Germany, Belgium, and Portugal. I have
also worked as an amateur DJ, driving instructor, umpire, Five Guys line cook, and
tutor.  I have coached Football in Gloucester since 2011 and passionately follow the
New England Patriots and Michigan Wolverines football teams. I follow European
soccer very closely as well, especially the six-time European champion, Liverpool FC. In
my free time, I like to travel with my wife, play pick-up ice hockey and golf with my
friends, and research things I’m interested in. I look forward to another fantastic year at
Holten Richmond Middle School.

Michael Belyea - Science
Hello, I live in Georgetown with my wife Kim, our 9-year-old son Lucas, two cats named
Weasley and Sam, and a psycho dog named Zuma. Kim and I spend much of our free
time reading books or playing with our son who is the love of our life. This will be my
16th year teaching at HRMS and prior to my career as a teacher, I worked in the
private industry in the biotech field. In addition to being passionate about science, I
also love history and have a second masters degree in teaching history. I have
traveled abroad to Europe and several tropical islands, and I hope to see much more
of the world with my family in the coming years. I have many other interests besides
academics such as gardening, movies, chess, camping, golf, and other sports, but I
am really excited about expanding the Chess Club this year. I’m looking forward to
another great year with our incoming sixth graders.

Rebecca Wait - Math
Hello!  I am very excited and eager to be starting another academic year here at
HRMS.  This will be my ninth year teaching and seventh year specifically teaching
middle school math.  Before teaching math I taught two years of third grade in the
Lakes Region of New Hampshire.  I have also worked as a dance teacher near my
hometown of Londonderry, NH.  I live in the next town over, Peabody, with my fiance,
Patrick.  Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with my family and friends, shopping,
hiking, trying new foods, going to the beach, reading, traveling, cooking, and
watching sports.  My favorite sports to follow are hockey and baseball.  I am a huge
Red Sox and Bruins fan but am also a LasVegas Knights fan because I have a cousin
who plays for the team.  When I was in college I was fortunate enough to be able to
study abroad where I backpacked for a few months and visited many European cities.
I love traveling and am eager to hopefully make it back overseas very soon.  I am
looking forward to a great year together and getting to know our incoming sixth
graders!



Gillian Castellanos - English Language Arts
Hello! I am super excited to be starting my first year at HMRS! This is my third year
teaching. Before joining the HRMS team, I was teaching for Lawrence Public Schools
as a seventh grade ELA teacher. I live in North Andover, just about 40 minutes away
with my fiance, Sean. We are busily planning for our wedding in the summer of 2023! I
am also a fluent Spanish speaker. Outside of school, I love spending time with family
and friends! I love shopping, traveling, going to the beach, reading, watching movies,
and learning new things. My ideal activity is watching a movie with something
delicious to eat. My favorite food to eat is Mexican and I love chocolate! I traveled to
Spain last summer and can’t wait to go back to Europe and explore more. I am so
excited to begin my time here at Holten Richmond Middle School and to have an
awesome year with our sixth graders!


