
RIVERSIDE ROCKET NEWS
DANVERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

“Giving kindness does us as much good 
as receiving it.”  ~ Plerro Ferrucci

November 2019

Recently, I had an amazing opportunity to participate in a three-day conference in NYC at Teacher’s 
College, Columbia University. The conference was titled, Leadership Institute: Supporting Whole School, 
Whole District Reform in Literacy K-8.  Lucy Calkins, the founding director of the Reading and Writing Project 
at Teachers College, says the following, “children develop a passion for reading when they are given 
freedom to choose books that are meaningful to them.” The goal of the conference is to help school leaders 
lead effective reform in the teaching of reading, writing and phonics. I learned so much and had  many 
take-aways that inspired me not only as a leader, but also as an educator. Starting Friday, November 1st, I 
would like to invite students, K-5 to spend their mornings with me to read...just read! I will bring my book to 
read and students are welcome to bring ANY book, magazine, ANYTHING that they are interested in 
reading. We will read from 7:45-8:15am. My expectation of this time is for children to enjoy 30 minutes of quiet 
reading. If students participate in the breakfast program, they are able to eat their breakfast first and then 
join us. In addition, students will be missing morning recess outside and I leave this decision up to them. In 
order for everyone to enjoy the 30 minutes, students must show their Riverside P.R.I.D.E. during this time. A 

flyer was sent home on Wednesday with specific dates (updated flyer). Our first reading morning will be 
Friday, November 1st.

One of the special things about Riverside is our strong belief in traditions. On Thursday, November 21st we 
will hold our annual “Day of Giving.” On this day, we remind ourselves how grateful we are to have our 
Riverside family, as well as, what it means to give back to our community. To go along with the Thanksgiving 
theme, children will have the opportunity to order a turkey lunch with all the fixings, thanks to the Danvers 
Food Department. In the weeks to come, a “Day of Giving” flyer will be sent home from Ms. Gina’s kitchen. We 
ask that if your child will be ordering a turkey lunch, PLEASE send in ($3.00) or add funds to your child’s Meal 
Magic account by November 20th. Money will not be collected on the day of the luncheon. In addition, it is our 
Fancy Day! We encourage all children to dress up in their fancy clothes (dresses, ties, etc…) to enjoy this 
special day. To give back to our community, we ask all children to bring in their grade-level assigned 
non-perishable food item. Our donation will go to the Danvers Food Pantry (more information to come). 

PAC News: 

Great things are happening for our students, thanks to PAC and our families!

● Museum of Science presented Starlab for 5th graders ~ Cultural Enrichment Program
● On behalf of Riverside School, PAC donated a beautiful “Wellness” basket to the DEEP Wine Tasting, 

held on October 24th at the Danversport.
● Thank you to all families for coming out to Panini Pizzeria and The Castle for Dining for Dollars.
● Spooky Bash ~ A huge thank you to all families for donating decorations and thank you to all 

volunteers who helped out during the evening. A special shout-out to Mrs. Ramos and Mrs. Clark!
● Treehouse School of Fitness partnered up with Riverside to bring our community together, to get 

our bodies moving, and helped raise funds for Riverside.

FOLLOW RIVERSIDE ROCKETS

https://danverspublicschools.org/riverside/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2019/10/Morning-Read.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/RiversideRockts/
https://twitter.com/RiversideRockts
https://danverspublicschools.org/riverside/
https://www.instagram.com/danverspublicschoolsma/
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REMINDERS
● All visitors must stop in the main office and obtain a Visitor’s Badge.
● Please make sure to check your child’s Meal Magic.
● Morning announcements begin promptly at 8:15am. Please make sure your child is 

dressed appropriately as it does get windy and chilly in the back of the building.
● During drop off and pick up please follow posted parking signs on Jersey Lane and 

surrounding streets.

UPCOMING EVENTS
● 11/1     Morning Reading with Ms. Powers 7:45-8:15am
● 11/1     Marketing Club 2:30-3:15pm
● 11/4     Running Club 2:30-3:15pm
● 11/4     School Committee Meeting 7:00pm/DHS
● 11/5     NO SCHOOL ~ Parent/Teacher Conference Day
● 11/6     Early Release 1:15pm dismissal
● 11/6     NO Environmental Club
● 11/6     Dining for Dollars ~ Daily Harvest ~ 

               4:00-8:00pm                                                                                       
● 11/8     Morning Reading with Ms. Powers 7:45-8:15am
● 11/11   NO SCHOOl ~ Veterans Day
● 11/12   DCAT 2:30-3:30pm
● 11/13   Morning Reading with Ms. Powers 7:45-8:15am
● 11/13   Riverside Rally 1:45pm
● 11/13   Environmental Club 2:30-3:15pm
● 11/15   Morning Reading with Ms. Powers 7:45-8:15am
● 11/18   Last Running Club 2:30-3:15pm
● 11/20   Morning Reading with Ms. Powers 7:45-8:15am
● 11/20   Picture Retakes
● 11/20   Cultural Enrichment/Faculty Council 

               1:00-2:15pm  
● 11/20   Last Environmental Club 2:30-3:15pm
● 11/20   School Advisory Council Meeting 5:30-6:30pm
● 11/20   PAC Meeting 7:00-8:00pm
● 11/21   Day of Giving/Fancy Day
● 11/22   Ice-Cream Day
● 11/26   Morning Reading with Ms. Powers 7:45-8:15am
● 11/27   Morning Reading with Ms. Powers 7:45-8:15am
● 11/27   Marks Close
● 11/27   Last Day for Bikers
● 11/27   Early Dismissal 12:05pm/lunch is not served
● 11/28   Happy Thanksgiving ~ NO SCHOOL
● 11/29   NO SCHOOL

SNAPSHOTS

Thank you to all volunteers for helping with our 
first Cultural Enrichment of the year ~ New 
England Brass. In addition, volunteers helped 
oversee classrooms while teachers participated 
in the Faculty Council meeting. This professional 
development time for teachers allows them to 
review student work, create formative 
assessments, and adjust teaching practices. We 
appreciate everyone’s support and care of our 
students ~ we couldn’t do it without you! 
Upcoming Faculty Council dates: 11/20, 1/15, 
2/12, 4/15, 5/20.

Ms. K’s students creating art 
and writing words with 
shaving cream ~ a great 
sensory activity.

Ms. Torey’s            
class apple 
picking.

Daisy making 
new friends at 
HRMS

Riverside families 
supporting Danvers 
Educational 
Enrichment at the 
DEEP Wine Tasting


