
Family Literacy Project 

 
 
Hello Third, Fourth, and Fifth Grade Families! 
 
My name is Sarah Fitzgerald and I am a 4th grade teacher at Riverside. Currently, I am in the 
process of obtaining my Administrative State Licensure. The final part of my work centers around 
family and community engagement. My focus is on reading skills and engagement in grades 3-5. 
Due to current circumstances, my hope is to create a virtual book club that family members would 
participate in with their children. I would like to extend this invitation to Riverside students in 
grades 3 - 5 and families to partake in some learning together over the next few weeks.   
 
Commitment: 
❏ Children are asked to read a fiction or nonfiction book of their choice with a family 

member. This could be done together or independently. Children and family members 
can alternate reading, read on their own, or the adult may read aloud and the student may 
listen.  

 
❏ When done reading you are asked to answer basic summarizing questions about the 

book together (which will be provided if participating in the project). 
 

❏ Child and the family member should discuss the book using the provided guiding 
questions (which will be provided if participating in the project). 

 
❏ Choose a way to share your thoughts on the book: 

❏ Create a comic strip, poster, diorama, Google slide presentation, short video, or 
model related to an important part of the book (for example: a turning point scene 
for fiction, a story arc, or a key part of the nonfiction topic you read about). Be 
creative! We can share these when we return to school. 

 
❏ Review the book - how many stars would you rate it (out of 4) and why would you give it 

that rating? 
 
❏ Recommend the book - if you liked the book, who would you recommend it to? Is this 

book similar to one you already read? 
 



❏ On Friday, March 27th participate in a video conference with the group so we can share 
our thoughts on the books OR post your thoughts on your book to the shared Google 
Doc that will be set up. More details on this will be provided if participating in the project. 
 
You should be prepared to:  

● Tell about the book, share who you think would like it and who should read it. 
Families, think Reading Rainbow. See clip for inspiration - 
https://youtu.be/MQG6AR5diPw 
 

★ More details on this component will be shared at a later time. 
 

❏ If you are interested in participating please use this Sign Up Genius link - 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B48ADAF2FA7FB6-family 

 
❏  If you have any questions please email me at:  sarahfitzgerald@danvers.org 

 
★ Please know that this is completely optional. 

 
Thank you and stay well!  
Sarah Fitzgerald 
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