
 

Welcome to Holten Richmond Middle 
School  

 
 
 
Here are some answers to frequently asked questions. 
 

Important Contacts to Support the Transition 
Principal = Adam Federico federico@danvers.org 
Guidance Counselor = Lindsay dos Santos lindsaydossantos@danvers.org 
HRMS Administrative Assistant = Kathy Spinale spinale@danvers.org 
 
What are exploratory classes? 
Exploratory classes are similar to specials in elementary school. They meet every other day for 
either one trimester or the whole year. The goal is for middle school students to be exposed or 
to explore as many different areas as possible during their three years at HRMS. 
 
What exploratory courses does the middle school offer?  
HRMS offers all year courses in art, physical education, band and chorus. HRMS offers 
trimester courses in art, media production, drama, computers, engineering and health.  
 
When is lunch at HRMS?  
Lunch is from 11:15 to 11:40. The entire sixth grade eats together. Students can choose their 
own seats. 
 
How do students pay for lunch?  
HRMS students use their same PIN number from elementary school. They choose their lunch 
when they arrive at the cafeteria.  
 
What does HRMS serve for lunch?  
HRMS offers daily hot entrees, cold sandwiches made to order, a nacho bar and pizza. There 
are also snacks and drinks to purchase.  
 
Do 6th graders have recess and snack time? 
We do not have snack time or recess. Oftentimes we are able to offer some fresh air time 
toward the end of lunch when weather permits.  
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Will my child have a locker?  
All HRMS students have an assigned locker outside their homeroom. Students have scheduled 
opportunities to visit their lockers in between classes and may ask for permission to visit their 
locker during class time if allowed by the teacher. 
 
Should my child purchase and use a lock? 
We strongly recommend all students use a lock. Using a lock keeps valuables such as coats 
and cell phones safe and secure. We recommend purchasing a lock at the start of summer so 
your child can practice using it. Your  child’s homeroom teacher keeps a record of the 
combination. 
 
What is DARE?  
DARE is a partnership between HRMS and the Danvers Police Department. Our school 
resource officer teachers a series of lessons to students during sixth grade that help develop 
positive decision making skills and prevent drug, alcohol, tobacco and vaping usage.  
 
What time does middle school start?  
Students must be in their assigned homeroom by 7:30 or they are considered tardy. Students 
arriving at HRMS prior to 7:22 am should report the gymnasium with all other sixth graders. 
 
What time does middle school end?  
The school day ends at 1:55 pm. Teachers are available until 2:45 pm. They communicate 
which days they are staying after on a weekly basis. Wednesdays are often meeting days for 
faculty and department meetings. Early release days also occur once a month on Wednesdays. 
 
What is Powerschool? 
Powerschool is an online portal for you to view your child’s grades and attendance. HRMS uses 
traditional letter grades and comments to assess student progress. Teachers regularly update 
Powerschool.  
 
What is a team?  
HRMS divides each grade into teams. Teams are made up of 85-90 students. Each team has 
four teachers, one for each academic subject (i.e. mathematics, English Language Arts, 
science, social studies). Teams allow for smaller learning communities to develop within the 
grade. Team teachers meet regularly to discuss student progress and plan team events. 
 
What world languages does HRMS offer? 
HRMs offers French and Spanish. It meets everyday and carries a similar workload to the team 
classes.  
 
What is R.I.S.E. block? 



 R.I.S.E. stands for Review/reteach-Intervention-Silent Reading-Extension. This block happens 
after lunch for grade 6 and runs for 25 minutes. Students use this time to make up work, 
connect with teachers and to get organized.  
 
What is homework like in 6th grade?  
Students will generally get nightly homework in their team classes and world language. There 
may be some assignments for the weekend. Students should use their planners to write down 
daily assignments and check their Google Classrooms.  
 
Does HRMS use Google Classroom?  
Each class at HRMS uses Google Classroom as its online home and platform. Teachers often 
post assignments and key information here. Students often submit assignments to this platform 
as well.  
 
Do HRMS students have a Gmail account and Google Drive account? 
Each HRSM student has a Gmail account. It is recommended that students check it regularly for 
messages and information. Each student also has a Google Drive account. This is your child’s 
virtual binder and folder. Assignments and work are saved and stored here.  
 
What co curricular and after school activities does HRMS offer? 
HRMS offers a variety of co curricular activities. This past year we offered: 

 
● Student council 
● History club 
● School musical (HRTO) 
● Ski club 
● Anime club 
● Harry Potter Club 
● Engineering Club 

● HAWKS News 
● Helping Hawks Community Service 

Club 
● Sewing Club  
● HRMS Library Book Clubs 
● Danvers CARES Youth Leaders  

 
What are DARE sports? 
HRMS, through its DARE partnership, offers intramural style sports throughout the year. These 
sports are free and supervised by our PE Staff. Past sports have included: dodgeball, floor 
hockey, basketball and flag football.  
 
What if my child is having a hard time with peers or being bullied? 
HRMS has a school wide program called Project HAWK that meets monthly to teach positive 
decision making skills and promote a respectful school climate. Additionally, grade 6 students 
have their own guidance counselor and assistant principal. Please report such concerns to 
those staff so that a plan can be implemented and behavior can be addressed.  
 
How will a middle school guidance counselor work with my child?  



Every child at HRMS is assigned to a guidance counselor who stays with them for the three 
years at HRMS. HRMS guidance counselors teach lessons in class to students throughout the 
year. They meet regularly with teachers and are also available to meet with students and 
parents to address concerns that may arise and to help students achieve success.  Guidance 
counselors are often helping students with difficulty with peers, adjusting to middle school, work 
struggles, organization concerns and many other issues that may arise.  


