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Dear Families, 
I hope you had a great weekend! 
 
Thorpe’s 5th graders had a wonderful experience at Project Adventure last week! The weather 
was perfect and the students definitely loved the experience. Thank you PAC for your generosity 
and for paying 50% of the total cost. We know that the students really benefit from this unique 
experience, as they learn about team building and cooperating with one another! Important skills 
as we prepare them for middle school next year! 
 
The Kindergarteners will be celebrating the completion of their first Unit of Study, We are 
Readers, with a parade on Tuesday, October 30th at 8:30 am. Congratulations! 
 
The students are really excited about Halloween! The Halloween Parade is scheduled to be held 
on Wednesday, the 30th, at 1:40 p.m. Rain or shine! Let’s hope the weather cooperates! Please 
read the following reminders: 

● Family members please do not wear costumes or masks to this event. The staff and               
myself need to be able to readily identify everyone in attendance 

● We want every child to be able to participate in this experience. In order to do so,                 
students should not wear a costume that includes blood, weapons or masks of any sort.               
Any costume that is considered scary is not allowed. 

● Individual classrooms may have small celebrations, but we ask families to please not             
send in any sweets or candies.  
 

The fundraising for the Walkathon is going really well! PAC set a goal of ten thousand dollars 
and as of today they are close to the $7,500 mark! Today is Crazy Hat/Hair Day and 
Thursday, October 31st is Pajama Day. Here is the schedule for each grade level.  
 
Walk-A-Thon Schedule: Friday, November 1st ( Rain Date Friday, November 8th) 
 
Kindergarten 10:00 am 
First 11:00 am 
Second    9:00 am 



Third    9:30 am 
Fourth   8:45 am 
Fifth 10:30 am 
 
Personnel Updates: 
Thorpe’s Speech and Language Therapist, Sarah Pongratz resigned, her last day was Friday,             
October 25th. Fortunately, while we are interviewing for her replacement, the district has             
retained the services of Deidre McDonald who is highly qualified, a former Speech and              
Language Therapist at the Highlands School. In addition, Ms. McDonald was a classroom             
teacher for many years. She retired several years ago, but has remained active in her field,                
working at her own private practice and filling in for long term substitute positions in the district.                 
We are very happy to have her with us during this interim period.  
 
This is Maker Space Week in the Library: 
The K-2 students will be thinking like an arachnologist and discover a new type of spider. 
3-5 students will be thinking like agriculturalists and design/build a model of a drone to help 
farmers solve a problem with their corn crop. 
 
Here’s What Maker Space is: 
Maker space is an opportunity to present STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 
Math) related challenges to the students in the Learning Commons.  We use the 5 step 
engineering design process to work through these challenges, often times in small groups.  All of 
the elementary libraries are using Rozzy Career Adventures for lessons and inspiration in Maker 
Space this year. 
 
How often does Maker Space happen? 
Maker space happens once a month.  The week varies depending on school vacation days, but is 
generally speaking towards the end of the month. 
Do students still get to check out books? 
Students do not check out books during maker space week.  There is no need to return books 
during maker space week. Any student who needs or wants a book during maker space week can 
be accommodated, though we will not have checkout during Library time. 
 
Coming up next week: 
11/4 School Committee, Thorpe Pride Presentation, 7 pm at DHS 
11/5 No School - Parent Teacher Conferences 
11/6 Early Release, dismissal at 1:15 pm 

 
Have a great week! 

https://www.eie.org/overview/engineering-design-process
https://www.eie.org/overview/engineering-design-process
https://www.rozzycareeradventures.com/stem/

