
Danvers High School Grade 10 Summer Reading 2016 
 

Students will read two books:  the required book and a book of their choice from the list of selections 
below.  There are separate assignments for each book. 

Assignment 1:   

Required book:  The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 

Definition:  Alchemy is the science of turning rocks into gold. 
In The Alchemist, the main character, Santiago, travels on a journey in search of his identity and his 
place in the world.  What he discovers is that everyday events and occurrences can provide more 
valuable lessons than they may first appear to--he achieves “spiritual alchemy” by the end of the novel.  

As you read, use sticky notes to mark 6-7 passages in the text that would help you to answer the 
following question: 

Question:  Santiago changes as a result of his journey.  Select three stops on his journey to write 
about (write one paragraph on each for a total of three paragraphs).  Be sure each paragraph 
includes a quotation from the text and addresses the following points: 

• Summarize the stop on his journey (1 sentence). 
• What did Santiago initially think of this person/place/event? 
• What causes Santiago to change his mind? 
• What does Santiago learn from this small experience? 

 
Assignment 2:   

Choice book:  Choose ONE of the following books. 

Fiction 
• American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang 
• Boy 21 by Matthew Quick 
• Like No Other by Una LaMarche 
• Marcelo in the Real World by Francisco X. Stork  
• Seraphina by Rachel Hartman 
• A Step from Heaven by An Na 

Nonfiction 
• The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind:  Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope by William 

Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer 
• The Complete Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 
• I Am Malala:  How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World (Young Readers 

Edition) by Malala Yousafzai  
• The Road from Home by David Kherdian 

As you read, use sticky notes to mark 6-7 passages in the text that would help you to answer the 
following question: 

Question:  Does your character blend into or have a conflict with his or her culture (social, 
political, or family expectations)?    

After you finish reading, select the best three passages that you marked and write a paragraph on each 
that addresses the question (3 paragraphs total).  Be sure to include quotations from the text in each 
paragraph. 


