
DANVERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

 Frequently Asked Questions 
Updated: April 24, 2020 

The Danvers Public Schools will remain closed until June 18, 2020. This closure 
includes the cancellation or postponement of any school-related activities 

during this time period as well.  
The information detailed in this document is intended to provide guidance for 

this period. It is important to note that this is a fluid situation and so this 
document will be regularly updated and modified and it is recommended that 

you revisit frequently for the latest updates and information. 
 

Special thanks to NRPS (North Reading Public Schools) for providing us the template and 
sharing resources and ideas. 

This document is very long and detailed. For your convenience you may click on the links 
below for the questions specific to: 

Student Learning 
Special Education 

Activities, Events, and Athletics 
General Questions 

COVID-19 Resources and Support 

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Student Learning 
 

Q. Are there expectations around accessible learning opportunities for students or 
teachers? 

A. March 13-April 3rd: 
These are non-school days. We will provide enrichment activities, reading lists, math 
packets, online practice, etc. 
 
Teachers should not be expecting students to submit work to be graded. 
 
All teachers and providers should be contacting their students to ensure a “continuation 
of enrichment” as described above. Teachers should communicate, insofar as they are 
able, at least once per week with their classes, providing what they have determined to 
be the best pathway towards a continuation of enrichment. 
 
These experiences are not mandatory and are not considered instruction. For all 
students preK-12, there will be no new graded assignments provided by the district or 
teachers. This is being done in the interest of ensuring equity district-wide. We 
encourage families to take advantage of these opportunities; these are not considered 
a replacement for our typical school day. 



 
We are continuing to compile resources and links for all students and will share that 
information here. 

All School Resources: All students, faculty and staff are encouraged to continue to 
access resources through the DPS Accessible Learning Opportunities page.  DPS 
teachers are also providing more specific resources to their students.  

Family Resources - You will find Family Resources at the bottom of this page. 
 

Q. What are the expectations for remote learning? 

 April 6th - June 18th: 
Danvers has implemented remote learning for students during this second phase of our 
school closure.  This work is guided by the recommendations given by the 
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education.  At the elementary level, you 
will receive communication from your child’s teacher that will share the learning 
assignments.  At the secondary level, students will find their learning assignments in 
Google Classroom. 
 
The district will continue to post enrichment resources on the Engaged Student 
website.  

Q. What resources are available for families and students during this period of 
closure? 

A. If you need other resources (like a Chromebook,) to help you during this time 
away from school, please email your school principal with your need. The DPS 
has a limited supply of chromebooks for families who do not have access to any 
device (ie tablet, laptop) at home. Families should directly email their school 
principal to make a request. We are working diligently to distribute one 
chromebook per family in need while trying maximize our limited supply. Thank 
you for your patience and understanding during this challenging time. 
 
If you are looking to get wifi and internet service, please contact Comcast. 
Comcast Internet Essentials Free to New Customers: It’s even easier for low-income 

families who live in a Comcast service area to sign-up for Internet Essentials, the 

nation’s largest and most comprehensive broadband adoption program. New 

customers will receive 60 days of complimentary Internet Essentials service, which is 

normally available to all qualified low-income households for $9.95/month. 

Additionally, for all new and existing Internet Essentials customers, the speed of the 

program’s Internet service was increased to 25 Mbps downstream and 3 Mbps 

upstream. That increase will go into effect for no additional fee and it will become the 

new base speed for the program going forward. 

Q. Given this closure, what happens with the MCAS tests for students? 

https://danverspublicschools.org/optional-learning-resources/
https://danverspublicschools.org/optional-learning-resources/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/2020-0326remote-learning.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/2020-0326remote-learning.docx
https://danverspublicschools.org/optional-learning-resources/


A. The Governor signed legislation that canceled the 2020 Spring MCAS tests. Message 
from Commissioner Riley - "With the federal testing waiver secured and the state 
legislation officially enacted, I can now confirm that this spring's regular administration 
of MCAS in grades 3-10 is cancelled." 

Q. What legal guidance can be provided regarding remote learning? 

A. Please read our legal notice regarding remote learning.  

                                                Return to FAQs Menu 

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Special Education 
 

Q. What resources has the Department of Education provided? 

A. Here is a letter to families from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. 

For additional resources for families with children with disabilities, please view the 
Family Resource Toolbox. This page contains information such as helpful 
organizations, hotlines, resources to obtain internet access, supplementary learning 
resources, remote learning lesson help, assistive technology, caregiver tools, and more 
great resources. 

Q. My child is on an IEP or 504 Plan, and I am concerned about the implications of 
the closure on my child’s educational progress. 

A. The ongoing communication with your DPS special educator and specialists is 
intended to mitigate the situation to the greatest extent possible. Once school resumes, 
this communication will continue with your child’s providers to address the educational 
needs of your child.  Please refer to the following guidance. 

Q. My child is on an IEP and receives “services only” (i.e. speech/physical 
therapy/occupational therapy).  Will my child receive these services during the 
closure? 

A. Resources will be provided by your child’s special education teacher. 

Q. Will my child’s special education liaison, related service provider, and 
elementary/secondary coordinators be available if I have a question during this 
two-week closure? 

A. Yes, special education teachers, related services providers and the Director of Student 
Services will be available to assist with specific questions as needed.  You can expect 
a “check-in” from your child’s liaison, in the form of a phone call or email during this 
time as well.  

https://danverspublicschools.org/blog/legal-notice-regarding-remote-learning/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/sped/family-letter/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/sped/family-letter/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/sped/family-resource-toolbox/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_KInxbSzxqbuRJboAZFQwG8yfBAAGxo/view?usp=sharing


A. How will the closure impact any scheduled IEP meetings or evaluations?  

Q. The days of school closure are not school days and are not counted for the timeline 
requirements. Meetings that are already scheduled will need to be rescheduled. We 
are also getting further clarification moving forward regarding timeline requirements 
from the State Department of Education and the Federal Office of Special Education 
and Rehabilitative Services. We will do our best to work with families to get meetings 
scheduled in a timely manner while being respectful of the challenges. 

                                               Return to FAQs Menu 

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Activities, Events, and Athletics 
 

Q. What about the special events for the Class of 2020? 

A. We are all thinking of our Seniors and will continue to work with families and students to 
think creatively on how to continue to make senior year a special one! We met virtually 
with the Class of 2020 and NHS student officers this week to gather student feedback. 
We encourage students and families to continue to ask questions and provide ideas on 
how we can continue to support the Class of 2020 and all students at DHS. We do 
have some updates for the Class of 2020: 

● The Internship Program has been canceled this year 
● Graduation has been rescheduled to August 1st, 2020 with a backup date of 

August 8th, 2020 
● Quarter 4 for Seniors will end on May 29th 
● As this situation evolves we will continue to keep everyone informed about 

senior events (Prom, Senior Week, etc.) 
● Celebrating the Class of 2020 - we want to thank all the families for their input 

and work on putting together celebrations for our Seniors. We have put an order 
in for lawn signs for all members of the Class of 2020 and are also planning two 
large banners to hang in downtown Danvers. 

Q. Are there any athletic, club, or activity events happening during this period of 
closure? 

A. No. All school-related events are canceled during this period. Spring events such as 
prom, graduation and other celebrations will be addressed as they get closer based on 
recommendation of the CDC and other federal and state authorities. 

Q. Are spring sports canceled? 

A. Yes. After much discussion, the MIAA BOD decided to cancel the 2020 spring season. 
Here is the MIAA announcement. 

Q. Can groups of students use fields and courts to play sports during the school 
closure time? 

http://www.miaa.net/miaa/home
https://danverspublicschools.org/blog/update-4-24-miaa-announces-spring-2020-sports-tournaments-cancelled/


A. No. All fields and courts are closed for the duration of the school closure. 

                                                   Return to FAQs Menu 

  

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

General Questions 
 

Q. How will the days of this school closure count against school days? 

A. Danvers will be in school through June 18, 2020, which is our regularly scheduled 181st 
day. 

Q. Currently, the schools are closed until June 18, 2020. Will this be extended? How 
will we be notified? 

A. The Danvers Public Schools will continue to monitor this fluid situation and will make 
the best determinations in the best interest of the students and staff. Information will 
continue to be provided via ConnectEd and our social media accounts. 

Q. What will happen to the April vacation (April 20-24) and Good Friday holiday? 

A. Good Friday and April 20th are school holidays.  April 21st-24th will now be school 
days and NOT vacation days.  The School Committee, with feedback from school staff 
and families, voted on April 13th to hold remote learning rather than take the 4 days of 
April vacation. This action will result in moving the last day of school up to June 18, 
2020. 

Q. Will there be access to any school buildings during the closure between now 
and June 18, 2020? 

A. At this time all school buildings are closed to faculty, staff, and students.  

Q. Will food services be available for students that qualify for free and reduced 
lunch? 

A. If you would like to receive a prepared lunch, please utilize the following form to place 
your order. 
Danvers School Lunch Order Form 
Our staff and volunteers will deliver to your home and leave on your doorstep. The 
following choices will be available: 

1. Turkey and cheese 
2. Ham and cheese 
3. Tuna salad 
4. Salad 

Lunches will also remain available for pickup at Danvers High School between 11am 
and 1pm, Monday through Friday. 

                                                 Return to FAQs Menu 

https://forms.gle/mC3FHiurgYf7KRe87


 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

COVID-19 Resources and Support 
 

Q. Should everyone be practicing social distancing? 

A. Yes. “Now, we ask that you do your part.  Creating social gatherings during the school 
outage will minimize the impact of closing school.  Carefully consider the necessity of 
being together.  This is not a vacation.  It is an extreme measure to allow for social 
distancing so the virus is not spread.  Not being exposed to the virus is the best way 
not to get sick.  Please refer to this CDC webpage for other recommendations to 
prevent illness:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html” 
 
The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education writes: 
During this period, it is critical that students and their families, as well as school 
staff, stay home as much as possible. If you leave your home, it is essential to 
strictly follow social distancing guidelines by avoiding crowds, canceling social 
gatherings, and maintaining a safe separation of at least 6 feet from others. 
Restricting access to school buildings will have little impact on public health if 
these best practices are not followed in good faith. 

Q. Where should I go for updates from the Town of Danvers? 

A. The town’s website is consistently updated with the latest information here. 

Q. What are some helpful resources for students/families to discuss COVID-19? 

A. How to Talk to Children about the Coronavirus 

 
Talking to Teen/Tweens about Coronavirus. 
 
Pamphlet for Children and Adolescents 
 
A Comic created from NPR based on interviews with experts. 
 
The NASP released a resource for parents.  

                                                   Return to FAQs Menu 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html
https://www.danversma.gov/information-on-coronavirus/
https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/how-to-talk-to-children-about-the-coronavirus-2020030719111
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/02/well/family/coronavirus-teenagers-anxiety.html
https://www.hemot.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Pamphlet_HEMOT_english.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/28/809580453/just-for-kids-a-comic-exploring-the-new-coronavirus
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource

