
 

DANVERS SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
REGULAR MEETING 

July 30, 2020 
 REMOTE - Francis Mills Communication Center, E115, Danvers High School 

 
 
School Committee Members Present:               David Thomson, Chair 
                                                                               Eric Crane, Secretary 
                                                                     Jeffrey Kay 

 Arthur Skarmeas 
 Mary Beth Verry    

 
 VOTED:   Initial DESE submission of DPS reopening plan 

Mr. Crane moved to bring the initial DESE submission of DPS reopening plan forward while               
awaiting more direction and detail. Mr. Skarmeas seconded the motion. The vote was             
unanimous. 

 
VOTED:   Adjournment – Mr. Skarmeas  moved to adjourn the regular meeting at  8:47 p.m.    
                   Mr. Crane seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 
 
 
I.       CALL TO ORDER 

                    A.   Executive Order on  Remote Participation & Remote Conduct for Open Meetings 
                          The Script for Remotely Conducted Open Meetings was read by the Chair.  
 
                    B.    Regular Meeting Call to Order 
                           Mr Thomson called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. and  informed the audience that 

the meeting was being recorded and being broadcast on DCAT.  
 
            II.       INFORMATION FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

A. Update on School Reopening Plan -Mr. Thomson began by thanking the administration and 
reminded everyone that this has never been done before.  He stated that the District is doing what 
is best for all students and asked that it is kept in mind that plans are fluid. 
 Dr. Dana, Mr. Taverna and Mrs. Wermers reviewed and updated the plan to reopen schools in 
September.  Updates from the Commissioner and DESE were shared and discussion took place on 
the different options for learning. Mr. Taverna summarized the way transportation may look , 
noting a change in mileage requirements as well as limiting the amount of students allowed on a 
bus.  He also talked about the spacing requirements that will be put in place when school reopens. 
Mrs. Wermers went over what remote learning may look like saying guidelines would be much 
more like a typical school day than it was in March and April of this past year.  Dr. Dana 
answered questions asked by the public by way of recapping the discussion.  

 
 
IV.         UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 There was no unfinished business for this meeting. 



 

 
 V. NEW BUSINESS  

A.  Initial DESE submission of DPS reopening plan - The Committee discussed and voted on moving 
forward while awaiting more direction and detail and  to continue the discussion at the next meeting.  
As voted 

 
VI.     ORDER OF BUSINESS 

A. FY21 School Committee -Subcommittees/Liaisons - The Committee agreed to continue with the 
subcommittees and liaisons as they stand.  

B. Mr. Thomson sent out a reminder of graduation being held the following Saturday and thanked 
all those involved.  

  
 

The next meeting will be held on August 6, 2020 at 7 p.m.  
 

               Respectfully submitted, 
 

                  Eric Crane, Secretary 
                   Danvers School Committee 

  



 

Public Comments Received 7/30/2020 

Alana Kellard 

If you have not already shared this information, please describe in detail the schedule 
for an elementary student on an "in-person" learning day of the hybrid model. Will 
PreK-5th grade students have the requirement of remaining in one workspace on a 
Chromebook for the duration of the school day? Or, will students be allowed to interact 
with peers and classroom materials while social distancing? 

Alice Campbell 

I would like to better understand the training that will be taking place by our teachers 
with the additional 10 days that were taken away from the school year. 
Assuming a hybrid/virtual return to school, If students are falling behind, what 
resources will be available to parents for additional support? What kind of resources 
will be available to parents - via Danvers Rec and Fun Club for example- for additional 
childcare services given a hybrid return to school? How will IEP testing change based 
on a new return to school hybrid/virtual structure? What will happen to elementary 
school specials- Art, Music, Gym, etc. for the fall? Will a resource be available to 
parents for additional tutoring/services if needed for a student? 

Alicia Bushey 
I have a question about hybrid learning. If a student attends in-person on Mondays and 
Tuesdays, what happens when there are Monday holidays? Are the In-person days made 
up on the Wednesday of that week? 

Amanda and 
Graham Daniels 

Accountability for the kids whose parents are working for the times these check ins will 
be happening during the day- kids are at a childcare facility or with a babysitter or 
family who are not able to work remotely with the child- how will this impact them as 
they may miss several check ins? Will Time of school drop off and pickup be the same? 
Will After school for the days kids are assigned to school be allowed to run? School 
lunch available to purchase whether in class eating or another room? Will there be 
transportation for those in pre-K with an iep? 

Amy O’Connor 

As a parent, I can fully understand how difficult this pandemic has been on all of us. I 
can also understand the desire to have life return to normal and wanting to send our kids 
back to school full time. My oldest son missed being in school for the end of ... and it 
was both sad and challenging for us to handle as a family. If returning to school full 
time or even in a hybrid model would return some normalcy (while being safe), I would 
be the first one lined up to drop my boys off at their schools! However, as a parent of 
two young and energetic boys, I have to wonder how difficult and detrimental the safety 
guidelines will be to their mental health and wellbeing. What exactly will the 
expectations be for students when in school? Will they be expected to sit at their desks 
and be there for an extended period of time? Throughout a “normal“ school day, we 
take many movement breaks, often the breaks are incorporated into partner work, group 
work, rotating centers, etc. However, from what I’ve read of the safety guidelines from 
the CDC, none of these currently are options. Some students have frequent breaks 
written into their IEPs, how will we handle those? Last year, Riverside had a successful 
addition of a sensory path to one of our hallways. Many students needed and benefited 
from their visits to the sensory path. How will we help these students this year? 
Obviously without an adult to monitor the path, they will not be able to safely use it and 



 

maintain social distancing. If elementary students are expected to be in their classroom 
all day with little to no movement, it will negatively impact them. Especially students 
with energy or attentional issues, they will begin to think of themselves as “bad” 
because they are physically unable to follow the rules. Again, I would love for life to 
return to normal, unfortunately, that is not an option at this time. 

Amy Roy 

What are the requirements for quarantining (for both students and staff)? What about 
teachers/staff that work with more than one class (I.e. specialists, speech teachers, etc.)? 
Will they have to quarantine every time a student is exposed in the building? What if a 
teacher’s young child is exposed at his/her school and the teacher needs to be with 
him/her? Will all staff have to use their own sick days for quarantines? What happens if 
they need to quarantine several times? What happens if they run out of sick days? In the 
past several years, there has been a shortage of substitutes. How will we handle that this 
year? Will teachers be pulled to cover classes? Doesn’t that increase exposure to 
students and teachers? 

Anne Shea 

My name is Anne Shea, and I have worked as a Teacher Aide  for 18 years, and have 
been the Library Aide there since 2011. I strongly urge you to support a remote 
reopening of our schools in September. Teachers and aides are in agreement that this 
format will be the safest for both students and staff at this time. Covid 19 still presents a 
varied and unique set of challenges and health concerns. We are concerned that it will 
be nearly impossible to limit exposure to multiple cohorts, to adequately service 
students, or to maintain proper air quality and ventilation at this time. And we all realize 
that there are many other factors that must be addressed, as well. Our number one 
priority must be to the safety of students and staff alike. 

Brad Tripp 

1. Is it possible for the reopening models to differ between schools and even with 
schools based on classroom sizes? 
2. With regards to the full remote model or the hybrid model, what is the plan to provide 
younger students and students with special learning needs the attention, guidance and 
direction the require to achieve their educational objectives? 
3. For the younger students, computer based assignments proved extremely challenging 
especially with working parents. Can you speak to some of the solutions DPS is 
considering? 
4. In a remote or hybrid model, Is there a plan to provide full education strategy, 
milestones and additional support for parents to help children meet their goals? 



 

Catherine 
Johnson 

I am a resident of Danvers, an employee of DPS, and a member of the District's 
Reopening Committee. While I appreciate the thanks given to everyone working on the 
Committees, I do not need your thanks, I need your leadership as elected School 
Committee members as we make the impossible decision to reopen schools. I have great 
respect for Lisa, Keith and Mary for the thoughtful, diligent hours they have dedicated 
to this process. They have fulfilled the State's obligation of creating 3 working plans. 
Now it is our turn to decide what is best for our community. I was shocked at the 
questions, or lack of questions asked by School Committee last night. 
-No questioning of HVAC systems in our schools? Many classrooms have NO 
WINDOWS! What does ventilation look like in those rooms? 
-Warehouse??? Would any of you honestly send your child to school in a warehouse? 
That was frankly insulting to staff of DPS. 
-The video "gave you nothing"? You could not picture a 5 year old sitting alone at that 
lunch table, struggling to open a gogurt with no friend nearby to ask for help? If you 
could not get a sense of the isolation of desks in the classroom or what the cafeteria will 
look like, please visit a school this week. These rooms have been set up per DESE 
protocols. 
-No question how shortening the morning session of PreK by 15 minutes to clean is safe 
or equitable, when the rest of the district teaches to 2 smaller cohorts and has a full day 
of "intense cleaning" before the new cohort arrives? Our youngest learners cannot social 
distance, toilet themselves, cough into their elbow, or keep a mask on, yet how is it safe 
to clean 5 Preschool classrooms for 15 minutes between sessions? It is impossible. 
-no discussion of busses. When was the last time you rode a schoolbus? How can the 
driver make sure each child is sitting diagonally across from the student in front of him? 
Keeping their masks on? No discussion of hiring bus monitors? 
-no acknowledgement of Keith's constant replies that there is no money available. Yet 
the Committee offered no creative thinking on where the town could find money, no 
offer to advocate legislatively for money. 
We ALL want to reopen schools. We ALL understand the implications this pandemic 
has to our children, our mental health, our economy. BUT IT IS NOT SAFE TO DO SO 
AT THIS TIME!!! Danvers School District has not been given the money to open safely 
considering where the state of the pandemic is at this time. 
Please do your homework this week before you vote on an opening model 8/6. The 
stakes are too high. 

Chris Roy 

Hi everyone. My name is Chris Roy, I am a  teacher . I just want you to know there are 
so many of us here that know and appreciate how difficult decisions have been over the 
past few months. You probably don’t hear from us as much as we should, but we’re 
here. Whatever your decision is on Thursday night, I know you have painstaking looked 
at every pro and con. Go with your heart and remember whatever you decide, the silent 
majority will support you. This is not an easy decision. No matter what you decide, 
people are going to be upset. Like I said before. Go with your heart. The one request I 
am hoping for is... if we’re fully remote- please allow teachers(if they feel safe) the 
chance to teach remotely from their classroom. I ask selfishly because it’s almost 
impossible to teach my class(P.E.) from home. Plus part of me believes that students 



 

will get a thrill seeing a familiar background(gym, Art, music rooms). It’ll bring a sense 
of normalcy back to their lives. Be well and thank you for all you do for our children 

Chris Sawyer 

As a concerned and loving parent, my child’s health, well-being, and education are of 
the utmost importance. I have the utmost confidence that based on the statistics 
provided by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health that a close to or full-time 
(not hybrid) return to an in-school setting is undoubtedly a safe and is the best option for 
kids in grades Kindergarten through 2nd grade. The total cases of Covid-19 in Danvers* 
over the last fourteen days is a mere 5. The total cases of Covid-19 deaths for the age 
group of 0-19** in all of Massachusetts since this unfortunate outbreak began in March 
is 0. The total Covid-19 in Danvers is 847, nearly 10% of which came from nursing 
homes*. That number is almost as large as all of the patients ages 0-19 hospitalized, 
119, due to Covid-19 since March in all of Massachusetts. Parents in Danvers have 
without question done an incredible job of keeping their children safe by enforcing 
social distancing and wearing masks. Local parks have remerged as a haven for exercise 
and social growth for kids. Local sports organizations have begun to reengage kids. 
Schools need to be open full-time or close to full time (not hybrid) for students 
Kindergarten through 2nd grade. Parents need this. More undue stress to find tutors and 
day care, both are added costs, is something parents don’t need and may not be able to 
do. Parents can’t risk severely altering their work schedule and risk losing a job or a 
promotion due to unprecedented school schedules. Some parents don’t have the 
educational training to be at home to monitor a young child’s remote learning. Who will 
be monitoring young students at home to ensure their learning is maximized? With 
Massachusetts being in phase 3, young children can now go to so many places 
(museums, aquariums, grocery stores, even malls) and remain safe with masks and 
social distancing. Why not school? 

Debbi Orthman 

I realize that you have before you a truly difficult and pretty much ‘no win’ decision to 
make. We all know the importance of kids going to school, and that the corona virus is 
very dangerous. I don’t think I’m alone when I say I would like to know what steps are 
being taken to address the safety issues and guidelines that have been set before us 
should we return to school in any form. Some questions that come to mind: Are the 
filters of air systems being changed? If so, to the recommended levels? All of them? 
What’s being done about rooms with no windows? How far along is the process? How 
much left to do? Are the materials/air systems even available to purchase ? When 
stating materials will be made available to teachers, what will that look like? What are 
some of the plans to move people around the buildings when there are as many as 500 
people expected at around the same time? I agree that we are all most concerned about 
the most at- risk students. Is there a way to take care of that much smaller number and 
have the rest continue in remote as we figure things out? What is to be done if someone 
is exposed (in or out of school)to the virus? What do we do if someone who has been at 
school is diagnosed? And then the unanswerable- how do I teach without being able to 
go near the kids? Will they be able to have meaningful social interactions? With other 
kids? With adults? And frankly a million other questions that will be ours to answer. I 
believe that our administration has been working tirelessly to figure this all out. They 
struggle because they, like you, do not want students to fall behind, anyone to get sick 



 

or parents to lose their jobs, based on this decision. I do not envy any of you in this and 
appreciate that you are trying to consider all factors in the face of constantly changing 
data. I wonder if all that needs to be done, CAN be done to have schools be safe enough 
to house half the student population and most of the staff, at one time. 

Denise Tucker 

Thank you for all the thought the school committee has put into a back to school plan 
for our town. I appreciate the pictures you shared of how the classrooms would 
potentially look and the measurements you took. After watching the zoom meeting the 
other night, as a parent of two children in the Danvers school system, I had some 
questions and concerns. If it is not safe for us to meet to discuss this in person and we 
have to do a zoom meeting, how is it safe or fair to ask teachers and children to go back 
to the classrooms? Starting the school year even as a hybrid is accepting that some 
children or teachers will catch it and there will be possible fatalities of them or people 
they come in contact with. There was mention that the cases are stable and low in MA 
right now. As of the most current data, we had 387 cases and 14 fatalities yesterday and 
the cases are on the rise since we started phase 3. The last survey was put out weeks 
ago. If you put out another one as an update, I wonder if 84% of parents are still 
comfortable with children returning. I would have agreed to try a hybrid a few months 
ago when the cases were lower, but I now agree that starting remotely is a more sensible 
approach and it would be easier to transition to hybrid once we see if the numbers stop 
rising and stabilize. I am concerned about the comment that we need to hold the 
children who do the state program accountable with grading. While I understand those 
children need to keep up with their grade level and we need to make sure they are doing 
their work, they will be receiving much less supervision and instruction. The emphasis 
should be more about the health and mental well-being of our children. The rest of the 
country is in the same position, and we are already asking a huge amount of these kids 
to isolate and learn on their own. Returning to school would be ideal from a social 
emotional aspect, but school is not what it was and will not be as they remember it, and 
might be a frightening and stressful experience for many of these kids. There was a 
comment made about how 60% to 70% of the cases were nursing home patients and the 
cases have been low in children. Covid is not an elderly person’s disease and is just as 
dangerous to children. Less children have had it because schools were closed and less 
children have been exposed to it. We are just now starting to learn of the long term 
effects it has on the heart, lungs, and blood vessels. Sending our kids back to school 
would be accepting they are the guinea pigs for this experiment. Is there a percentage of 
kids who have to get it before school would shut down? Are we prepared staff wise 
when teachers start catching it? Are the school nurses comfortable with us returning? 
The MA teachers union voted to return remotely. There should be consideration of extra 
nursing staff for the schools and extra resources for mental health if and when children 
start getting covid and it scares their classmates, also the kids having to potentially deal 
with deaths of classmates or family members from it. I think we all can agree that even 
if we are able to space the kids out 6 feet, this is a very aggressive virus that hangs in the 
air for an extended period of time and the kids and teachers will be sitting in enclosed 
spaces together. Fauci says, “Avoid being in enclosed spaces with other people.” What 
can we do to better the ventilation systems? Open windows, giving the kids and teachers 



 

lots of breaks outside in fresh air etc. I have heard talk of recess being cut in elementary 
schools. This concerns me. Now more than ever these kids are going to need fresh air 
and to run around and breathe frequently, even if you let them out in small groups.I 
have heard of other school systems having the kids stay 10 or less to a class and the 
teachers switch rooms so the kids aren’t walking up and down the hallways and this cuts 
down on exposure. Would this be a possibility? When it’s possible, I would love to 
know more about this state program for remote learning. Will there be any structured 
zoom classes or instruction? Is there a way Danvers teachers can be given laptops to live 
stream their classes so the kids learning remotely can stay connected to the Danvers 
school system instead? I understand this is an ever changing situation and I am very 
appreciative for all your hard work. 

Diane Morey 

My name is Diane Morey. I teach at ... school. Anyone who knows me knows I take 
tremendous joy in teaching and in working to make my classroom a fun and exciting 
history experience. Whatever the situation in the Fall, I will work my hardest to make 
sure my students have the best experience that I can give them under whatever 
circumstances we face. But no matter how hard I try, whether in person or online, it will 
NOT be even close to the experience students had in my classroom before March 13, 
2020—the circumstances make it impossible. I hear a lot about the need to put students 
back into face to face school so that they can get the “social” aspect of school “back.” 
But the school that they are returning to—whether high school or middle, or elementary, 
will not be the same school that they left on March 12th. At my level, the school will be 
a tense environment where the teachers will be constantly on top of them about 
distancing and about keeping their mask on. They will be sitting in rows, unable to 
interact with their peers in a way that is any different from how they would interact on 
Google Meets. I will try my best to make school a fun and exciting adventure for 
them—as I always try to do—but it will be near impossible to do so. School will be 
more like a juvenile detention center by the nature of the things we have to do to protect 
them and us. Walk in a line, three feet apart, no touching, no socializing, sit facing 
forward and stare at your computer, no snacks—you can’t take off that mask except at 
designated times. Now, high school kids MAY be able to adapt—after 23 years of 
teaching, I can tell you many won’t and I expect more stressed out students than I even 
had in the spring. But what really makes me cry is thinking about the trauma that will be 
experienced by our elementary students. Imagine this experience from the eyes of a 
seven year old. THEY may be excited about going back to school, because THEY think 
it will be like it was when they left their classroom on March 12th. You can try to 
prepare them for what will happen—but they will not understand until they walk into 
school to find themselves in rows, with a tense, masked teacher whose face they cannot 
read, who spends their time telling students to keep apart and to keep that mask on. 
They will sit for six hours in a mask with “mask breaks” where they must stand 
outside—rain, shine, hot, cold—six feet away from anyone else. THIS is the pain they 
will associate with schooling. Last spring was NOT an example of what distance 
learning should be—we were “teaching” in an emergency with our hands tied behind 
our back and without the training. Teachers are learning, policies are ready, technology 
is available, we can give the kids an exciting, tension-free learning experience online. Is 



 

it as good as the pre-Covid classroom? Of course not. But I argue that it is better than 
what they will experience in a COVID-restricted face to face classroom. If it is 
socializing that students need, they won’t be getting it in any meaningful way—so I ask, 
you, in all sincerity, given the extreme personal limits and tremendous stress of the 
COVID-adjusted classroom, are you certain you will not be subjecting students to a 
new, even worse trauma than what they experienced in the spring? 

Diana 
Ratanakich 

1. I would like to address transparency. I know that every case of covid that comes 
through each school may not affect every classroom. Even if the state says that the 
district is not obligated to tell all parents of a given school, will every parent still be 
informed that there was a case (or more) at their child's school? I would prefer total 
transparency so that parents can make decisions that are best for their families. 
2. If there are an influx of cases and say, for example, that school does not close down, 
would we as parents have the option to switch to remote learning? Once things calm 
down, would it be difficult to get that child back in the classroom? 
3. We are planning on sending my child, however, if families choose remote learning, 
would our students have to participate in state curriculum? Or will there be an option to 
have a designated remote only teacher in the district teach our children? We have had 
great experiences and I trust the teachers in the district to give our children a quality 
education.  
And I just want to acknowledge how hard everyone has been working to create a safe 
environment for our students. Thank you for all of your hard work and planning! I know 
this has not been easy for any district in Massachusetts! 

Ellen White 

I am writing to express concern over the reopening of school this September. I am 
worried that, despite the careful planning and design, virus will spread. A plan can look 
good on paper and make logistical sense but the reality is no one knows what will 
happen when students are physically in school. As teachers, we can try to enforce 
physical distancing, mask wearing and hand washing etc... We cannot, however, control 
this invisible virus or force students to comply. 
Please reconsider the hybrid model at this time. 

Hannah Srebnik 

First and foremost, thank you for your hard work planning for the fall! I wanted to share 
some insight I gained this morning from a parent of a student I tutor. I had a 
conversation with her mother about the fall, she will be entering second grade. Her 
mother told me the school decided to keep K-2 in school, full time and the older grades 
are fully remote instruction to start. I thought this was an interesting option, given the 
challenges the younger learners face with remote learning and the science that they are 
less likely to spread the virus. I just wanted to share this insight, but I am confident in 
the school committee's ability to choose the right decision for our teachers and students! 



 

Heather 
Carnavale 

I hope that this letter finds you and your loved ones safe and healthy. That’s how I start 
all my correspondence these days: I’ve already lost one family member to COVID, and 
have had others become ill. I know that many of my students, here in Danvers, fall into 
the same category. This is why I’m writing to implore you to open our schools to full 
remote learning in a few short weeks.Right now, Massachusetts is in the midst of an 
uptick in numbers. Last week, we hit over 300 new COVID cases, daily, for three 
consecutive days. Just yesterday, we hit 438 new cases, the first time we’ve reached 
over 400 since early June. Here in Danvers, we saw an increase of six new cases in the 
past two weeks. Although this number appears low, I see, online, behaviors - namely, 
large parties and get-togethers, and the mixing of multiple households - of Danvers 
residents (both old and young) that will most inevitably cause that number to rise. In 
states where schools have already opened (like Georgia), districts are witnessing 
COVID outbreaks among students and teachers within the first week of school.Let’s 
also consider the impact of COVID on the Danvers community. Already, many of my 
students have had parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, fall ill and some even 
pass away from this disease. I even know some Danvers alumni (who live in this town) 
who personally contracted COVID. What chances are we willing to take with the health 
and lives of the students, teachers, and support staff of the schools? In 2013, this 
community suffered a violent tragedy. It took years (and a great deal of effort) to try to 
heal from that tragedy, and there are some who are irrevocably affected. That incident 
was tragic, and (on some level) so random it felt unavoidable. COVID is not. I can’t 
imagine how students, teachers, or members of this committee would feel if we had 
another tragedy in our schools - one that was avoidable. Even one preventable death 
would be too many.It’s fair to say that these are unprecedented times, calling for the five 
of you to make unprecedented decisions. And I realize that, whatever decision you 
make, it will not be popular with everyone. But you can make a decision that’s safe for 
everyone. I cannot even imagine how the collective consciousness of this community 
could recover after one (or more) preventable illnesses, or preventable deaths in our 
schools.I thank you all for the care and consideration you’ve been putting into this 
matter, and which I know you will continue to do. I appreciate the hard work and 
difficult decisions you face, both tomorrow night, and in the weeks and months ahead. 
Best wishes to you all. 

Jamie Erler 

I have some full time remote concerns and I’m hoping you’ll read through and address 
them when you are doing your next meeting. After talking with a lot of moms I know 
I’m not alone. I am ok with the fact that it’s a state program- I get what you have to do. 
Will there be an opportunity to be part of the regular distance learning for the hybrid 
model? Will there be google meets or Whole class options that he’ll be able to take part 
in if we choose full time remote? Even just the SEL pieces? What happens to his plan 
if/when the school is closed and everyone goes remote? Will he be on a separate (state) 
remote plan still or will he be able to rejoin his peers? While we are NOT comfortable 
sending him back for in person learning, we’re also very concerned that choosing 
remote if it’s state run will leave him completely removed from his community. I have 
not been able to find any answers to this already outlined. Please help. I know you’re 
doing the best you can in a difficult time but we’re so concerned. 



 

Jenn Dennett 

While I have a number of concerns about a return to in-person schooling (air quality and 
ventilation, along with wearing masks in buildings that routinely reach the upper 80s in 
temperatures in the early fall), I would like to use this letter to discuss something that I 
don’t feel is getting enough attention in the nation-wide conversations about returning to 
school: the potential long-term impact and trauma of socially distant schooling, 
particularly for our youngest learners. For our youngest learners, school is a place where 
they begin learning lifelong skills such as cooperation, collaboration, sharing, and the 
ins-and-outs of social interaction. And yet, as our students enter the school buildings 
this year, we will be telling them that they should not play too closely with their friends; 
that sharing things is unsafe; that hugs and high-fives are off-limits; and depriving them 
of the smiles of their friends and teachers. I worry about the damage that these lessons 
in this environment could do to our students. These children are already in a fragile state 
after having their regular schooling end so abruptly back in March. What are we doing 
as a community to prepare them for a school environment that will look and feel so 
different when they return? 

Jennifer Lovell 

I would like to begin by thanking you for your true hard work, dedication and 
commitment to our Danvers School Community. You are facing a decision, a challenge 
like no School Committee has faced prior to the Covid-19 Pandemic. I do not envy the 
position you are in to make a decision that will affect our entire community. The health 
and safety of our children, the educators and all their families’ health and safety has 
essentially been left in your hands. I’m sure your thoughts are consumed with this 
gigantic decision. As a parent and as a teacher this past spring was like no other 
challenge we have ever faced. It was not easy! Every day was hard, challenging, heart 
wrenching, it was a roller coaster ride of emotions for me, my own children, and for my 
students and their families as I knew we were all struggling. What kept me going was 
the fact I knew we were ALL home and doing what we needed to be done to keep 
everyone healthy and safe. After that emotional roller coaster ride we took last spring, 
and knowing how hard it was to be away from my “school children” and my family 
being away from their teachers, I would 100% still choose to return to REMOTE 
LEARNING this fall. Remote Learning was challenging as a teacher and a parent and 
the work ahead of us to improve our teaching in this model will be difficult however, in 
my opinion it is the choice that makes the most sense not only to keep our school 
community safe but for the social and emotional well being of our children. What many 
parents do not seem to fully understand yet is that the “classroom” will be nothing like it 
has been in the past. Students will be isolated from their classmates and teachers.They 
will have to sit at their desk throughout their time in school and work on their device or 
listen to their teacher from a 6 foot distance or more. Group work, partner work and any 
type of collaboration will all be a thing of the past. This kind of learning, to me, is 
learning that can take place at home to keep both children and staff safe. I am concerned 
about the social impacts this will have on my children but putting them in this situation 
will not allow them to build and create new friendships due to the constraints of social 
distancing. Just because the calendar says that it is time to return to school does not 
mean that we are ready to return from a health standpoint. I do not want my children or 
any other children to be a part of an experiment just because the calendar says it is time 



 

to go back to school. I urge you to vote to start the school year in a remote setting for all 
children in Danvers. This decision is one that keeps us all safe, healthy, comfortable and 
alive. No life is worth the risk that we will be taking if we return to school in any face to 
face model. Thank you for your time and consideration during this very difficult time. 

Jessie Craig 

My name is Jesse Craig and I am an Aide. I understand that this is a tough time for 
everyone but I would like to know how we as aides are going to be supported during all 
of this. I would love to be opened back full time and have everything back to normal but 
that is not realistic right now. We need to put in place some serious support for the staff 
and the people that will be in the front lines of this. Will our contracts change? Will be 
offered options to stay home and do things virtually if there is an exposure concern? 
Will there be more aides to help the learning centers? How are we suppose to keep 
masks on children that have severe sensory disorders? The air in the schools need to be 
filtered better, there aren't even fans in the classrooms half the times. I just feel like 
there are so many safety concerns and I really hope every issue is addressed to the 
fullest degree for us considering this is our lives as well we are putting on the line to be 
able to re-open. I love my students and I love my school - we are a solid team but we 
our safety and health are a challenge daily never mind being in the middle of a horrid 
pandemic. 

Jessica 
Rubalcava 

I am writing to you in regards to the upcoming school year. I have watched the school 
committee meeting last week and I have to say that I was slightly disappointed to hear 
the school committee say that they did not want to send students back to the classroom 
with 100% face to face instruction. Not only am I a parent, I am an educator as well. I 
know from first hand experience on both sides that face to face instruction is important 
to all children’s learning. Educators are not trained well enough, nor will they be even 
given 10 days of professional development, to teach children online. I feel as though 
DESE has failed my children, as well as many others when they closed schools and had 
them go remote last year. For 3 months, students learned NO new curriculum. I feel as 
though my children, as well as all other children were robbed of the education they 
deserve. I think being back in the classroom is crucial. It is where ALL children learn 
best. It is also where ALL educators produce their best work and make “magic” happen. 
I know this email is one of many that you are receiving from parents. However if you do 
chose remote learning, weather it be hybrid or full remote, please make sure you train 
your staff to actually TEACH new curriculum via virtual learning. Please also keep in 
mind that parents will NOT be home to teach their own children this time around. We 
all have to go back to work. Educators should now be responsible for every single one 
of their students and be responsible for providing the education they deserve. 



 

Julie Soucy 

Hello, I found trying to find the link for the school Committee meeting very frustrating. 
Was a email sent out today to all Danvers school age parents giving them the proper 
link? I just found out about the meeting at 6:45pm and then the first link I had I was in a 
waiting room waiting for the meeting to start to then click another link which I thought 
was Danvers but it wasn’t. It wasn’t until 7:30pm that another parent gave me the 
correct link on FB. Parents want to watch the meetings and it was impossible to find 
(also the title says it’s School Committee Meeting 8/6/20). I’d like to be on a email list 
when these are happening.If it is possible for the principles to send out an email the day 
of the school committee meetings with the time and link it would be very helpful.I 
would like to take a minute to say when we do have the hybrid model in affect the 
videos do not work.Lastly, I’m confused as to why having children at the Y or with 
Danvers Rec would be different then having them at school together. I would think this 
could end up exposing more people potentially. 

Kaaren Robinson 

I just wanted to say that it seems that there needs to be a little bit more clarification 
around the difference between remote learning and the remote learning academy. It 
seems that the school committee and the public may need to understand that remote 
learning academy is an individual choice that parents make for their own kids and is not 
taught (although it will be supported) by Danvers teachers, whereas remote learning is a 
choice that the school committee makes for all students that will be taught by Danvers 
teachers in both a synchronous and asynchronous manner. From the comments I’m 
seeing, I think some sort of clarification would help! 

Katelyn Wiliams 

My name is Katie Williams. I have been teaching  since 2008. I love teaching in 
Danvers. As an educator, my favorite part of my job is the face-to-face interactions I get 
to have with my students. Nothing beats a classroom education. That being said, I have 
serious reservations about returning to the school building this Fall. Safety/health is my 
number one concern for my students. Before entering into the building, I want to be sure 
that the building ventilation is up to date and up to code so that the building itself is not 
a danger. I do believe health and safety inspections should be performed in each school 
to be sure that the buildings are adequate to handle schooling during a pandemic. I also 
believe that the minimum distance between students should be 6 feet, as recommended 
by the CDC. Additionally, I want to be sure that students and staff alike will be 
provided with the PPE needed to adequately safeguard themselves against infection. If 
these things cannot be done, I am advocating a remote learning model. I understand the 
very deep frustration with how remote learning went in the Spring. However, I do 
believe teachers are better prepared now. I personally have participated in Professional 
Development to give myself as much knowledge as I can. I also understand the desire 
for a return to normalcy and the hope that being in the school building will provide that. 
The new normal that we will be returning to is physically distant and thus emotionally 
distant. I need to keep my distance from my students and they need to keep their 
distance from each other. I will be standing in the front of the room instead of 
interacting. Students will be seated in rows, facing the front of the room, not grouping 
together and engaging in Project Based Learning activities. Even social times like lunch 
won’t be social as students will be at their desks and still maintaining physical distance. 
It hurts my heart to think of the emotional impact of such an environment on my 



 

students. This is an incredibly difficult and unprecedented time. I love my students and I 
want to do everything in my power to give them a safe and full education. 

Katy Shea 

Here are some concerns for the upcoming school year. These are questions that are 
running through my mind constantly. What will school REALLY look like in the 
2020/2021 school year?? Are parents and children ready for children to sit in ONE spot 
all day? To not talk to any of their friends? To not leave the room unless they have to go 
to the bathroom? For their teachers not to be able to get close to them? For it to be 
remote learning, but just in the same room? What will it be like to have a teacher who is 
afraid to be at school? What will it be like in this strange reality? Will going to a school 
like this be even more traumatic for our students? I think so, and heart-breaking for 
teachers. Is what the students will get from a strange, foreign "classroom" experience 
worth all the risk? Is it worth all of the time and money trying to jump over all obstacles 
we are running into as we TRY to come up with a plan that will MAYBE work? I, and 
many other educators don't think so. We want TIME to mentally and professionally plan 
for the upcoming year. We want to know we will be remote learning, so we can spend 
the rest of our own time preparing. We need as much time as we can get remote learning 
RIGHT! We can do this!! We just need a decision soon, so we have the time to be the 
best remote teachers that we can be! 



 

Keely Callahan 

My name is Keely Cahalane and I have been an elementary school teacher in Danvers, 
for 11 years. Never did I think my 12th year would be starting with so much 
uncertainty. I absolutely love the job I do, so much so that I worked my last day of 
remote teaching this year while I was in labor to make sure I was able to have my final 
Google Meet with my class to see them one more time. I had a baby 3 hours later. I 
don't start my email with this story to boast or showoff, but to show you all how 
dedicated to the kids of Danvers the teachers are.I would do anything to be in my 
classroom with my 5th graders this coming year. To hear them discuss books, to watch 
them sit huddled together in book clubs, to conference with a kid at my table telling 
them how proud I am of their hard work. The reality is, none of that will happen this 
year. Even if we are in a hybrid model. I greatly fear the families in Danvers do not 
understand what the new reality of going into school will look like. Kids will not be 
working in groups or huddled together listening to their teacher. There will not be group 
work or team building activities. We will all be occupying the same space and having to 
stare at our computers and talk to each other through them. What kind of environment is 
that? The families need to know what school will look like. My classroom is on the 
second floor right outside the blacktop/recess area. I am one of the "lucky" ones whose 
windows do open some of the way. I have at least 4 fans going at all times during the 
warm days. Fans I either bought myself or that parents donated because they knew how 
unbearably hot it was for their child and me. On hot days I allowed the kids to sit around 
the fans to stay as cool as possible. My classroom would get around 100 degrees some 
days. How do you expect kids to learn with a mask on in that kind of heat? They will be 
sweating (upping the chance of viral spread) and uncomfortable. They won't be able to 
freely hydrate themselves or cool down in front of a fan. Why would we willingly put 
kids in this position? How do you expect teachers to be able to teach with a mask on in 
these conditions? Are our buildings built to filter air and keep the air quality high 
enough? Along with keeping everyone safe from the virus, how will we remain safe 
from things that are outside the virus? How do we practice active shooter drills when 
some of the scenarios involve the class sitting together in the closet or under the 
teacher's desk? How do we have a fire drill where 6 classes are exiting out the same 
staircase and doorway in a quick manner? Do we just hope the kids know what to do? 
Or that it won't happen during COVID times? I want nothing more than to be in my 
classroom with my kids, but it is not safe right now to do so. I have a toddler and a 
newborn at home. What will I be bringing home to them? How will the district protect 
me? Who will be supplying cleaning materials? Or will I need to be buying those just 
like I buy pencils and folders for the kids whose families can't afford them or forget to 
send them in I am sure the decision you have coming weighs heavily on you. It will 
greatly affect the entire community. As hard as it is to decide to go remote, it is the best 
decision for all. We can spend our planning days making the best out of the situation, 
making sure we do not have a repeat of the crisis teaching that occured in the spring. 
Our kids deserve a safe place to learn. Right now the safest place is remotely. Hopefully 
by starting this way we can work on getting back into the school buildings with the kids. 
We can't go back in until it is safe for all. Thank you for taking the time to read this and 
consider all the ramifications. Good luck in making the decision that keeps us all safe. 



 

Keri Demers 

I would like to start by saying that I do not envy any of you, as I know you are getting 
pressure from all sides in the decision to reopen schools. Personally, I would like 
nothing more than to see our students safely back at school ASAP, and therefore, in an 
effort to make that happen I have spent time looking online (Teacher's College, etc) and 
connecting with educators I know from other districts, to hear as many ideas as possible. 
I have even sent some of these ideas along to Administrators already. In addition, I am 
part of the teaching and learning sub-committee.I hope you will find the questions I 
have to be fair and legitimate. I pose them because they are issues that remain prevalent 
in my mind and I feel like they would need to be addressed in order to get students 
safely back to school (which is everyone's goal!) via a hybrid model. The first is the 
issue of substitutes. I'm assuming there will be an increase in staff absences this school 
year, and as you know, finding substitutes has always been a challenge. We have always 
managed to figure it out on a case by case basis, like, for example, combining two 
classes. But solutions such as that will not be feasible. I'm wondering what your 
thoughts are on how we can address this matter.Secondly, I strongly believe that we will 
need a consistent, district wide (or as least consistent for the five Elementary schools) 
plan/protocol of some sort to handle challenging student behavior in general and more 
specifically, student non-compliance in mask-wearing. Both of these issues are 
absolutely inevitable. As we know, wearing a mask is primarily to protect others, so 
students who are refusing, crying, upset, etc are posing a risk to their classmates and 
teachers. Especially if they're crying! How will we "enforce" this? Can students take a 
walk, like they might normally do when upset for any reason - or does that pose an 
additional safety concern? If they take a break of some sort, where are they going and 
who will accompany them? Can an additional adult come into the room to provide 
support for that teacher/student? Will these students need to be dismissed if refusal 
becomes a daily occurance? We may very well have a student go home and tell his/her 
parent, "So-and-so kept taking her mask off today. The teacher asked her several times, 
but she only put it back on for a minute then took it off again." In this case, we will most 
likely be fielding a call with safety concerns from that parent and probably needing to 
call the parent of the child who is having difficulty. What are we saying to parents about 
how we handle this? Again, in a way that's consistent across schools. I truly pose these 
questions as a puzzle and not a roadblock. And also because I don't believe they've 
already been asked in a public forum, such as the School Committee meetings.Thank 
you for your ongoing work on this enormous, unprecedented task. 

Kristen 
McLlarky 

Thank you for your hard work with the reopening plan. My question is about specific 
resources for remote learning. Google Classroom is not the most appropriate tool for 
K-2 students. Has the district looked into something like Seesaw, which is widely used 
in surrounding districts and much more student and parent friendly? If options have not 
been researched, why not? Google Classroom does not offer age-appropriate 
opportunities for students to share their work and interact virtually. I have cc'ed the 
Elementary Curriculum Director so that appropriate resources can be researched and 
offered for our youngest students in the community. In regard to numbers in cohorts, if 
many families choose a fully remote option, will students be offered more than 2 days in 
school? For example, if there are 10 students in a cohort (20 total in the class) and 20% 



 

choose fully remote, could the whole class go all 4 days? Also, siblings will be placed in 
the same cohort, correct? 

Lori Anketell 

My name is Lori Anketell, and I have been teaching in Danvers for twenty years.I love 
teaching in Danvers. As an educator, my favorite part of teaching is the face-to-face 
interactions between teacher and student. I have missed this so much! I have some 
questions, regarding an in-person model or a hybrid model. These questions are of 
course valid if we go back face-to-face. Is the building up to date with its ventilation, 
specifically its MERV factor. What is MERV factor for DHS? What are the conditions 
of the HVAC system? How often are the filters changed? Will windows be allowed to 
open at the high school, given it has air conditioning?What are the cleaning protocols? 
What chemicals are being used? How often is cleaning happening? Will sanitizing 
stations be provided? How often is a deep cleaning done? After a deep cleaning (or 
regular cleaning) how long before people are allowed to enter? How will students move 
safely in between classes? What does social distancing look like? What is the protocol 
for students and staff for entering the building? 



 

Marianne 
Springer 

Thanks for your presentation to the school board last night, and for all of your efforts on 
behalf of the DPS community as we face the uncertain Fall. I was particularly pleased to 
hear your strong advocacy for the 6-foot distances, rather than the DESE minimum, and 
for your recognition that additional teacher planning time during the school year will be 
essential. I think this was specifically tied to the hybrid model, but in my opinion, all 
three models require significant ongoing teacher planning and preparation time. 
Whether I'm thinking about the planning and scheduling challenges faced by the 
administration, or the teacher responsibilities for delivering instruction and assessments, 
I see the hybrid model as significantly more effort than a full remote model and I fear 
that the benefits from partial in-person under the guidelines are minimal (at least from 
an academic learning perspective). I wonder what the community preferences would be 
now, if only the specific hybrid model and full remote learning model options were 
presented and the overview descriptions of each model were included. 
With the limited timeframe before teachers come back to school to start preparing for 
the year, I'd advocate starting with full remote learning at least for high school and 
middle school. We could then get additional data about family preferences, faculty and 
staff health status, and the initial remote experience to more fully inform the 
implementation of the 2-day, 3-day hybrid model district-wide, maybe after 
Thanksgiving. I also have four comments/concerns relating to the hybrid model that I 
would like you to consider as you further develop the details on that model. 
1) Although teachers are very much aware that the in-person component of education 
under the CDC guidelines will be dramatically different from what we have been 
promoting over the past 20 years (increased student-centered approaches with 
collaborative learning and teacher facilitation), parents are probably far less aware of the 
educational impact of these restrictions. 2) I view the combination of in-person and 
remote learning for all students to be like an all-purpose appliance that doesn't excel at 
any of the purposes but does each only adequately. Doubling planning and 
implementation efforts will surely dilute the quality of both portions of learning. I hope 
I misunderstood, but I had the impression from the presentation that students would be 
taught by different teachers during their remote days and their in-person days. 3) I liked 
the approach of having some portion of our student population in-school 4 (or 5) days 
per week makes sense, and it seemed that one school board member was leaning 
towards including all of the youngest learners (grades k-2?) in that group. I cannot 
fathom how one could teach the youngest students remotely. If older students are fully 
remote, could some elementary grades be fully in-person somehow? Would that still be 
a hybrid model?4) In terms of high school scheduling, under either the hybrid or remote 
models, I see no benefit to adhering to our previous rotating schedule nor to an attempt 
to have students attend 6 classes each day with 1 drop. The proposed 5 day attendance 
pattern doesn't mesh well with a 7 day instructional schedule. Minimizing the number of 
transitions per day (fewer longer instructional blocks and longer breaks) might help. 
Transitions from class to class will be challenging during the in-person days, and I think 
students would be overwhelmed with 6, let alone 7, content sessions remotely in a 
single day. Thanks for your support of the DPS community and for reading my 
perspective. I realize that this is a daunting challenge for the leadership team and the 



 

reopening committees. Sorry this was a long email; you are undoubtedly inundated with 
information. If I can be of assistance, please let me know. 

Melinda Sheehy 

My name is Melinda Sheehy. The upcoming school year (20/21) will be my 14th year. 
After reviewing DESE's plans for reopening I would like to express my concerns. It 
appears that special educators and therapists could potentially be returning to full time, 
in-person teaching, while other teachers may participate in a partially remote learning 
plan. This brings up a puzzling inequity as the special education cohort of students, 
aides, teachers, and therapists would be at greater risk due to increased exposure. 
DESE stated, "Students with disabilities, particularly preschool-age students and those 
with significant complex needs, should be prioritized for receiving in-person instruction 
as is feasible...Even if schools or districts are operating in a hybrid or remote model, 
educators and administrators must make every effort to continue to provide up to 
full-time in-person instruction to such students." When determining what this statement 
means for us, please consider that this population is made up of children who are not 
able to follow basic rules of hygiene. Many of our kids are not yet independently 
washing hands, eating, walking, or toileting. Close proximity is a primary component to 
gaining and maintaining their attention in order to teach skills. While it is clear that our 
special education students are in greatest need for in person learning, their needs do not 
necessarily outweigh the increase in risk this would present. If one child requires 6 feet 
of space, all children require 6 feet of space. All teachers must be protected. I would 
appreciate your comments on this. Other than the PPE that should be provided to 
teachers at all grade levels, what further supports / accommodations will be made for 
those at greater risk? As the school year approaches it’s clear that there are different 
expectations for special educators as compared with other staff members. I implore you 
to consider the health and well being of special education staff and students.Many of the 
special education students are children who will not sit at a desk and keep a safe 
distance, nor should they be expected to. These students will be asked to wear masks 
and will make progress with this skill, however many will remove, chew on, or discard 
masks when they feel uncomfortable or as a form of protest. I worry that the unrealistic 
demands will make our students anxious and confused. I have significant concerns 
about the safety of the air students and staff will be breathing and am eager to hear 
about what systems, purifiers, sanitizing equipment will be made available in our 
buildings. Remote teaching is not ideal to say the least but beginning remotely for a 
short period of time while we observe either the successes or consequences of other 
systems seems to be the choice that is safest. At last week’s school committee we heard 
the option of “let’s start and see what happens” but when the result could be sick staff, 
children, and families, it doesn’t feel as if we are being taken care of. 



 

Pamela Foss 

Thank you for your work in ensuring a safe and effective learning experience for 
Danvers students and teachers. Communication, verbal and non verbal, is obviously 
essential to learning. As a teacher in the district, I am concerned with how well my 
students and I will be able to hear each other. I’m not sure how well voices will be heard 
through a mask across the room, assuming I will need to be at the perimeter of the room 
to ensure 3 or 6 feet of space. I am worried about strained vocal cords and stamina if we 
are to project our voices even greater than we did without masks. I’m also concerned 
with what accommodations will be made to allow students and teachers to have close 
and personal conversations regarding sensitive and private topics, whether we are 
discussing growth in work or personal issues in which we would need to check in with 
how a student is feeling, what they might be facing, that would effect their learning. I 
imagine with masks covering our faces, we won’t be able to see how each other is 
feeling, (happy/sad, etc), and we won’t be able to connect with students to take down 
barriers that impede learning. I know we can email and connect through comments in 
Google docs, but I wonder if that is enough. 

Patrick Cox 

 I have many questions about the return to a physical building for learning this fall. 
However, my main question is relevant to the HVAC systems in our elementary 
schools. I believe that all of the elementary schools were last updated in the mid 1990s 
or later. How up to date are the HVAC systems? What are their current ratings? 
According to scientific studies, are the HVAC systems effective in ventilating a building 
in defense of Covid-19? 

Sara DeMato 

Given that some of us have no choice but to be in close contact with our students based 
on their age, need, and level of disability will we be provided with full PPE including 
masks, shields, and scrubs? Also will all students be required to wear masks as much as 
possible regardless of their age so that all teachers are equally protected? Under the 
hybrid model the rest of the teachers in the district are going to have one day in between 
groups of students for a deep cleaning. If preschool and the learning centers are required 
to go 4 days similar to the current schedule will there be a day in between to also do a 
deep clean so that it is equitable risk-wise for preschool and learning center students and 
teachers? 



 

Susan 
DeBenedictis 

 
I understand the need to return to school for face to face learning. However, we are in a 
pandemic. Safety, above and beyond learning, is our top priority when we face our 
students each day at school. Cases of COVID-19 continue to rise again, more in some 
states than others. Do not be lulled into the fact that because Massachusetts is on the 
lower end, that it will remain that way. I hope it does remain low. I have been in touch 
with patients this summer who have tested positive and followed them thru illness and 
(for most although not all)- recovery. These patients include the elderly, families, and 
yes- children and infants ! As a school nurse, I can not imagine how teachers and staff 
can ensure our students will wear their masks safely, stay apart from each other (6 feet), 
not touch their faces and mucous membranes, not be close to each other in a restroom, 
not touch each other, and wash properly, just to name a few things we all should be 
doing. We know families get busy, need to work, and at times send ill children to 
school. I am not talking about the common cold here. COVID-19 spreads easily and 
rapidly. Science shows it is being spread more through droplets in the air than by 
touching a surface. All it takes is ONE adult or student to test positive for COVID-19, 
and the outcome could be severe. Dear school committee- do you want that to happen ? 
How will you prevent it ? I believe you do not want even one individual to get this virus 
never mind to pass it on. I believe remote learning is the best start to our school year 
until it is safe for all to return to a building. SAFER AT HOME. My question: Do any 
of you think we won't have COVID-19 positive children and adults in our schools this 
fall? Do you think it is worth it to have face to face hybrid education during this 
pandemic? Infection control experts at MGH Boston that I am in contact with are 
extremely worried about COVID-19, Flu A and B this fall. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/williamhaseltine/2020/07/31/new-evidence-suggests-youn
g-children-spread-covid-19-more-efficiently-than-adults/?fbclid=IwAR3fWxfASGfAm
QfsjHF6AclsbmbZnxjIc_TsFCWSLLRfQeDMfJs3UYaauoY#66efa0ee19fd 

Tiffany Tamilio 

I seek the opinions of the School Committee members on the following: 
1. How does the hybrid model (having two separate cohorts of students coming into the 
building each week) minimize exposure for those statistically more at risk; such as 
teachers, faculty and other staff members? 2. Has the town researched those who are 
involved with the school system and also live in multigenerational housing? 

Thom DeCoff 

Optics is everything. If you’re pushing to have face to face with students or hybrid, why 
Is your meeting remote. There are only 6 of you and surely you could distance a lot 
more than 6 feet in say the DHS Auditorium. You also said the average will be 4 feet. 
Not good enough...5 students could be 2 ft apart and 5 could be 6 and although it 
averages 4 ft its still not safe. Minimum can not be an average in this case. This is an 
Open meeting. You’re shutting off comments etc. David Thomson...so free speech is 
shut off. What kind of an open meeting is this.  



 

Todd 
Butterworth 

As a parent of elementary age children, I initially thought that having my .. go to school 
so she can interact with her teacher and her peers would be a helpful thing for her. After 
realizing that any sort of in-person learning, whether it be hybrid, or full in person, will 
not actually provide opportunities for such interactions to safely occur, I no longer 
believe in-person learning is a wise decision. My question is: why should we send our 
students to school when they won't be able to benefit from traditional peer and teacher 
interactions and will be doing remote learning in the classroom instead of safely at 
home? If you plan to offer hybrid or in person learning, I am wondering what sort of 
additional counseling you plan to provide for students, faculty, staff and school 
committee members when a student or teacher gets really sick or even dies from 
Covid-19. I have two.... in elementary school and I know they will be devastated if 
something were to happen to a classmate or teacher. 

Wendy Waldron 

In light of the reopening plan discussion tonight, I wondered if you could shed some 
light on some health and safety concerns about a return to the building in a hybrid or full 
in-person capacity. 
-Could you please address how the bathroom protocol will prevent mixing of students 
and cohorts to mitigate cross-contamination? 
-How will mask breaks be managed safely? 
-How will school entry, exit, lunch, and between period "traffic flow" plans and 
protocols help maintain social distancing and prevent cross contamination at all levels? 
-What will learning look like at the secondary levels, especially for elective classes and 
specials? 

 

 

 


