
DANVERS SCHOOL COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING

September 14, 2020
Multi-purpose room - Holten Richmond Middle School

School Committee Members Present: David Thomson, Chair
Eric Crane, Secretary
Jeffrey Kay
Arthur Skarmeas
Mary Beth Verry

VOTED: Teacher Contract - School Committee to vote on Temporary Contract Agreement for the
2020/2021 school  year with the Danvers Teachers’ Association
Mr. Crane moved to approve.  Mr. Skarmeas seconded the motion.
The vote was unanimous.

VOTED: Co-Curricular/Athletics - Review of DESE/MIAA guidelines and School Committee to vote
On the participation timeline. Mrs. Verry moved to approve.  Mr. Kay
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.

VOTED: Proposal for independent review of Danvers High School culture and climate - School
Committee to  vote to enter into contractual agreement for independent review. Mr. Crane moved
to approve.  Mr. Skarmeas seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.

VOTED: Student Activities Account Updates
● The Superintendent recommends the approval of the yearly list of approved accounts.

Mr. Skarmeas moved to approve.  Mrs. Verry seconded the motion. The vote was
unanimous.

● The Superintendent recommends the approval of the addition of the Class of 2024 to the
approved yearly  list. Mr. Skarmeas moved to approve. Mrs. Verry seconded the motion.
The vote was unanimous.

● The Superintendent recommends the approval of the maximum student activity checking
account balances. Mr. Skarmeas moved to approve. Mrs. Verry seconded the motion. The
vote was unanimous.

VOTED: Homeschooling Proposals -The Superintendent recommends the approval of the Notice
of Intent for Home Education for the 2020-2021 school year. Mr. Kay moved to approve the
proposals to homeschool.   Mr. Crane seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.

VOTED: The Superintendent recommended the approval of the proposed 2020-2021 Pre-K-12
Student/Parent Handbooks for a second reading. Mr. Skaremas moved to approve the
proposals to homeschool.   Mr. Crane seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.

VOTED:    Minutes – Mr. Crane moved to approve and release the minutes from the August 24, 2020
regular meetings.  Mr. Skarmeas seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.



VOTED: Adjournment – Mr. Skarmeas  moved to adjourn the regular meeting at  913 p.m.   
                   Mrs. Verry seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.

I.       CALL TO ORDER
  A. Executive Order on  Remote Participation & Remote Conduct for Open Meetings

The Script for Remotely Conducted Open Meetings was read by the Chair.

B. Regular Meeting Call to Order
Mr Thomson called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. and  informed the audience that
the meeting was being recorded and being broadcast on DCAT. Mr. Thomson also
addressed the structure of the meeting noting that space limitations prevented the public
from being invited.

II.       INFORMATION FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
A. Reopening of Schools -update - Mr. Thomson gave clarification on the Public Comment email

that was open for the audience to send concerns and thoughts.
The Central Team gave an overview of the reopening of the District.  Importance was placed on
making the District a safe and supportive environment for students focusing on physical safety as
well as SEL and equity needs.  The 4 areas of “Courageous Caring” were explained.  Mitigating
risk within schools and on transportation by using social distancing, masks, sanitizers and hand
washing, disinfecting areas, HVAC systems and PPE was spoken about.  Distribution of
Chromebooks to each student was mentioned.  Details were given on universal free lunch being
offered by the government and  programs to assist remote learners presented by the Danvers
Recreation Department and the Danvers YMCA. Goals for the 2020-2021 school year building on
equity, safe and supportive environment and relationships with students and staff were presented.
Professional development to assist staff in the development of this new school year was shared as
were final preparations for the first day of school. Next steps were presented as work together to
define equity, look at ourselves and realize actions make a difference and make progress each
year. Discussion with the Committee took place.

IV. NEW BUSINESS
A. Teacher Contract - School Committee to vote on Temporary Contract Agreement for the

2020/2021 school  year with the Danvers Teachers’ Association.  The Committee thanked the
Administration and the DTA for working hard to reopen school and getting the students back
in.  Jody Tobyne represented the DTA and also thanked the Administration for working with
the teachers to make the transition back as comfortable and safe as possible.   As voted

B. Co-Curricular/Athletics - Review of DESE/MIAA guidelines and School Committee to vote
on participation timeline.  Mr. St. Pierre and Dr. Colombino gave a presentation on the
DESE/MIAA timeline.  Dr. Colombino explained who co-curricular activities would look
when being taught remotely, using band and chorus as an example.  Mr. St. Pierre explained
the risk levels and benefits that participating in sports afford the students.  He went through the
Fall 1 and Fall 2 concepts and the sports that would be participating in each.  The limit and
expectations of  spectators as well as  the use of personal chairs rather than bleachers was
discussed.  The rule of no  congrading in the parking lot before or after the games was
announced.  The Committee asked   questions for particulars of the sports seasons.   As voted



C. Proposal for independent review of Danvers High School culture and climate - School
Committee to  vote to enter into contractual agreement for independent review.  Mr. Thomson
gave the details of recommendations for legal representation Attorney Allyson Kurker for
investigation purposes.  Discussion took place with the Committee on social media in relevance
to the review.   As voted

D. Student Activities Account Updates
● The Superintendent recommends the approval of the yearly list of approved accounts.  A

list was shared and perused. As voted
● The Superintendent recommends the approval of the addition of the Class of 2024 to the

approved yearly list. As voted
● The Superintendent recommends the approval of the maximum student activity checking

account balances. As voted
E. Homeschooling Proposals -The Superintendent recommends the approval of the Notice

of Intent for Home Education for the 2020-2021 school year. As voted

F. MASC/MASS Conference and delegate - School Committee appointed Eric Crane as it’s
delegate for the MASC/MASS conference in November with Mr. Kay standing in as back-up.

V.         UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. The Superintendent recommends the approval of the proposed 2020-2021 Pre-K-12

Student/Parent Handbooks for a second reading. As voted

VI.     ORDER OF BUSINESS
A. Communications – Dr. Dana shared the reopening plan and the website for NEC and their

reopening plan.  She also mentioned the MTV series that is focusing on Recovery High.

B. Legislation – Mr. Crane said  he spoke with Representative Spiliotis’ office and they will be
offering assistance as the summer revenue is positive.  September will give a better view of what
things may look like for November.

C. Subcommittee/Liaison Update

DEEP – Mrs. Very shared the September 30th date for the next DEEP meeting.  This will be
held virtually.

DanversCARES – Mr. Kay advised the community that September is Suicide Prevention
Month and asked that anyone in need of help reach out.

SEPAC -  Dr. Dana thanked SEPAC’s co-chairs for everything they have done and noted the
next meeting to be Monday, September 21, 2020.

Policy - There were no new updates for Policy this meeting.

DHRIC - Mr. Kay gave Thursday September 24, 2020 as the next meeting of DHRIC.

VIII.    MINUTES – As voted



IX.    BUDGET and DONATIONS
Mr. Taverna explained the budget information that would take place in October.

XII. PERSONNEL
Announcement of Resignations, Leaves of Absence and Appointments – Mr. Taverna  presented
his memo dated August 2020.

The next meeting will be held on October 19, 2020 at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Eric Crane, Secretary
Danvers School Committee




