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EQUITABLE Learning 
Environment

PHYSICALLY SAFE 
Learning Environment

EMOTIONALLY SAFE 
Learning Environment

Danvers Public 
Schools is 
an equity 

seeking district.



Primary route of transmission for COVID-19 is respiratory. Masks/ face coverings 
protect against COVID-19 infection (study estimates 80% effectiveness in 
reducing transmission1)

Masks/ face 
coverings

Physical distancing helps mitigate virus transmission. Aim for six feet between 
individuals when feasible; a minimum physical distance of three feet is 
appropriate as informed by evidence when combined with the other 
measures outlined in the list of safety requirements

Physical 
distancing

Handwashing removes pathogens from the hands. While handwashing with soap 
and water is the best option, alcohol-based hand sanitizer (at least 60 percent 
ethanol or at least 70 percent isopropanol) may be utilized when handwashing is 
not available

Handwashing / 
hand sanitizing 

Students and educators should stay home if they are sick or have had close 
contact with a person diagnosed with COVID-19

Staying home 
when sick

Getting students and educators back 
to school in-person, safely, relies on a 
combination of strategies, including 
key health and safety measures.



Updates since 11/9 meeting:
● K and 1 students to 4 days/week
● Snow days/short term closures
● Family Covid Information Updates
● MADESE - Binax Rapid Testing 
● Equity - January presentation

#workingtogether4allstudents



K and 1st grade students
4 days per week



Snow day/short term 
closures



Family COVID 
Information Sheet

CDC Revised Close Contact Quarantining Requirements - Adopted by MA-DPH on 12/7/20 

A Close contact must enter Quarantine. Per CDC/MDPH Quarantine has 3 Options:

● Option 1: Releases from quarantine on Day 8: Students who have no symptoms and have a negative PCR taken on Day 

5 or later, can be released on Day 8 (after 7 full days of quarantine).  Monitoring for symptoms continues for 14 days.

● Option 2: Releases from quarantine on Day 11:  If the student  does not have a test and does not have symptoms, they 

may be allowed to leave quarantine on Day 11 (after 10 days of quarantine). Monitoring for symptoms continues for 14 

days.

Families must actively monitor symptoms and take temperature once daily. IF even mild symptoms develop or the 

individual has a temperature of 100.0 F, they must immediately self-isolate, contact the public health authority 

overseeing their quarantine and get tested

● Option 3: Releases from quarantine on Day 15: Students unwilling or unable to conduct active monitoring of 

symptoms must remain home for a full 14 days of quarantine. Also, those with any symptoms at all, even with a 

negative Covid test, must remain at home for a full 14 days of quarantine.

https://danverspublicschools.org/blog/dps-family-covid-information-sheet/



MA DESE BinaxNOW Rapid 
Testing

● Working with nurses on planning and implementation
○ Implementation potentially in January
○ Disposal of hazardous items
○ Receiving testing materials
○ Process for testing while balancing other nursing duties

● Rapid, antigen test - follow up PCR, molecular test still required
● Faster identification of students and staff who many be positive
● Collection of data to help determine accuracy

● Families will receive message from Project Beacon in the coming weeks with two 
consent forms
○ Consent for in school testing
○ Consent for information sharing with MA DPH



MA DESE Rapid Response 
Testing Program

● Rapid response team available from DESE / MA DPH as necessary, where multiple 
cases present and suspected school based spread occured.

● Testing deployed for all asymptomatic individuals within the classroom, grade, cohort or 
school

● Thresholds for requesting team include the following within infectious period:
○ Two or more individuals within a single classroom test positive for COVID-19 
○ 3 or more individuals or 3 percent, whichever is greater, of a given grade or cohort 

test positive for COVID-19 
○ More than 3 percent of a school tests positive for COVID-19 
○ 2 or more individuals within the same bus test positive COVID-19 



Equity Presentation
January, 2021



As we start the school year in these unprecedented times, the Danvers 
Public Schools will sustain our commitment to the same teaching and learning         
concepts that we’ve focused on since 2018.  
We will continue to follow our Theory of Action as described in our district’s Strategic Plan:

If the Danvers Public Schools ... 
● promotes a safe and healthy learning environment that is conducive to high 

academic achievement for all students 
● provides engaging learning experiences that allow for student voice and choice 
● believes that all students can and will learn to their highest potential 

Then students of Danvers Public Schools will become productive, responsible, caring 
citizens of the global community and achieve their definition of success.

 
This continuity of action will keep stability in our approaches to teaching and learning regardless 
of the learning model - in-person, hybrid or remote. With that said, the theme for this school year 
is to provide safe and healthy learning environments for all our students.  



Sch
Updated Friday, December 11, 2020

Danvers Public Schools proposes we adjust our academic 
calendar as follows:

We propose to shift to a remote learning model on Wednesday, December 
16th, returning to hybrid schedule on Monday, January 4th.

Danvers Public Schools proposes we adjust our athletics 
calendar as follows based on recommendation from Danvers 
DPH and public health data:

We propose that we postpone the start of winter sports until Wednesday, 
January 6th pending review of current public health conditions and data at 

that time. 

Proposed Adjustments 
to School and Athletic Calendar


